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REPORT

A national webinar was organised by the Department of Philosophy,
Pattamundai College, Pattamundai on 21-11-2020 on the topic, “Ecosophy in
classical Indion philosophy: Reflection on @ Moral Tradition”. The resource
persons of the webinar were Dr. Ramachandra Majhi, Prof. department of
philosophy, Ravenshaw University, Odisha. Dr. Rajakishore Nath, Dept. of
Humanities and Social Science, IIT Bombay, and Dr. Sarojkant Nayak, Nalanda
University, Bihar. Prof. Adhikari Laxminarayan Dash, Principal of the college
chaired the webinar and formally welcomed the resource person and all the
participants. Srimanta Kumar Jena, HOD Philosophy gave a key note address on
the topic and R N Madhusmita Parida, Lecturer in Philosophy introduced the
resource person. The Webinar host by Dr. Manas Kumar Nayak. Most of the
students of the department, other departments, staff members of the college,
lecturers and research scholars from other colleges, Universities attended the
webinar. The webinar was ended with a vote of thanks by Neerupama Swain,

Lecturer in Education.
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OFFICE OF THE PRINCIPAL Maobile : 8437376724

APATTAMUNDAI COLLEGE

NAAC ACCREDITED B* GRADE
PATTAMUNDAI, KENDRAPARA, ODISHA - 754215

Ref No. 11 JOTY.... Date 02112020 . |

To
Dr. Rama Chandra Majhi

Retd.Professor
Department of Philosophy,
Ravenshaw University, Cuttack, Odisha,

sub: Invitation to the Resource Person for the National Webinar organised by
Dept. of Philosophy, Pattamundai College, Pattamundai on 21* November
2020.

Siir, _ _

| am pleased to invite you kindly be the resource person In the National

webinar on “Ecesophy in Classical Indian Philosophy:Reflection on a Moral
Tradition” organised by Dept. of Philosophy on 24 November 2020 at 12:00 p.m.

Your kind consent in this regard is highly solicited.

NP2

Principal
Pattamundai College.

www.pattamundaicollege.ac.in,
E-mail : pattamundaicollege®gmail.com, pat tamundaicollege®yahoo.com
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PATTAMUNDAI, KENDRAPARA, ODISHA - 754215
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To

Dr. Rajkishore Nath
Associate Professor
Department of Humanities and Soclal Science

IIT, Bombay.

Sub:  Invitation to the Resource Person for the National Webinar organised by
Dept. of Philosophy, Pattamundal College, Pattamundai on 21* November

2020,

Sir,
| am pleased to invile you kindly be the resource person in the National

Webinar on "Ecosophy in Classical Indian Philosophy:Reflection on a Moral
Tradition” organised by Dept. of Philasophy on 21" November 2020 at 1 2:00 p.m.

¥our kind consent in this regard is highly solicited.

Principal
Pattamundai College.
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y PATTAMUNDAI COLLEGE

NAAC ACCREDITED BT CRADE
PATTAMUNDAI, KENDRAPARA, ODISHA - 754215

Rof Mo. 2. JOTE Bate[D:N:2020

To
Dr. Saroj Kanta Kar

Assistant Professor
Department of Philosophy.
Malanda University, Bihar.

Sub:  Invitation o the Resource Person for the National Webinar organised by
Dept. of Philosophy, Pattamundai College, Pattamundai on 217 November

2020.

E'irl W =
| am pleased to invite you kindly be the resource person in the National
Wehinar on “Ecosophy in Classical Indian Philosophy:Reflection on a Moral

Tradition” organised by Dept. of Philosophy on 217 MNovember 2020 at 12:00 p.m.

Your kind consent in this regard is highly solicited.

Principal
Pattamundai College.
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B mvitation Letter for.

Rajakishore Nath

o me

257

To

Mr. Ahikar Laxmi Marayanan Dash,

Principal,

Patiamundal College,

Dear Mr, Dash,

Thank you very much for your mai and invitation to present a paper
| accept your invitation and will present a paper on ® Does Human
It anything, let me know.

With best regardds,

Rajakishone

On Wed, Nov 11, 2020 at 12:13 PM Principal Pattamundai College -
Principal

Pattamundai College
pattamundaicolegafmgnall.com .

| accept the invitation. Thank you for your respoans
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Invitation Letter for the National Wn_hinar
2 messages

Principal Pattamundai College <patiamundaicollegedgmail. coms Wed, Now 11, 2020 at 12:02 PM
To: sano| kan@nalandaundy. edu_in

Principal
Fattamundai College

paltamundaikeliegefiqmall.com_

=y dr.sarc) karpdf
ﬂ 5AK

Dr. Saroj Kanta Kar <sano| kan@nalandauniv, edu in= Fri Nov 13, 2020 at 3:57 PM
T Principal Pattamundai College <patfiamundaicollegediigmail coms

Respected Sir,
I am obliged to you for inviling me for the programme. | shal present mysell at the svent

Thanking you,
Tours sinceraly,
Dr. Saroj Katna Kar

Asgl. Pral, in Philosophy,
SBSPCR, MU,

On Wed. 11 Nov 2020, 12:01 Principal Pattamundal College, <pattamundaicallegaigmail coms wrobe

Principal
Pattamundai College
patlamundaeolicqefigmail.com.
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Brief CV of R. C. Majhi

&l Ne.
1. | Hame Ram Chandra Malhl,
z. | Qualification M. A. {Utkal University); M., A. and PhD (University of
Hochester), USA
3. | Designation Former Professor of Philosophy, Ravenshaw University
4. | Contact remajhi@urgrad.rochester.edu Mobile: 491 9437097475
5. | Honours Best Philosophy Honours Graduate 1973, Utkal University
Best Seminar Paper Award, Philosophy 1980, Utkal
Uniwersity
Student employes of the Year, University of Rochester
1593-94
6. | Awards (rdisha State Scholarship 1975-77
National Schofarship 1979-81
Owerseas Travel Grant from ICPR, Mew Delhi for PhD
Research 1929
University of Rochester Fellowship 1989-94
7. | Project Design Innovation Centre HUB Ravenshaw University under
0T Bhubaneswar from MHED, India 2014-17 of Worth 37.5
lakh
B. | Editor/Author of Book s 01 Logic Part | First Editian 2006 158N; 81-8005-130-7 New Edition
1016 15BM: $78-81-B005-374-0
01 Logic Part i, first Editlon 2006, IS8N: B1-B005-131-5 Mew
Edition 2017 15BN: 978-E1-B005-375-7
|Orissa State Bureau of Text Book Freparation and Production,
Governmant of Orissa (oo-author), the books are in circulation
wrilh megwr edmeons at pFI!-EEI'IIZ.
01 Marality, Objectivity ond Defeasibility, [158M:-13:978-93-B66E1-
10-8 | Cancept Publishing Company [P] Ltd., Mew Delhi [Editor}
[Reference Book edited for Teachers and Scholars and Students)
9. | Editor of Journal Ravenshaw Journal of Philosophy I55N: 2355-3209 (a UGC-
CARE listed Journal)
Journal of &l Orissa Philosophy Association with 153N
number 2395-2784
10, | Publication in Refereed 10
lournals
11. | Publication in Non-refereed | 17
Journal/Conference/eminar
Proceeding
12. | Chapters in Book/Anthology | 15
13, | Publication in Sarvodaya and | 15

Vigil
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14. | Presentation of Papers in 29
Mational Seminars
15.| Presentation of Fapers in 16
State Level Seminars
16.| Invited Lectures 16
17.| Participation in National 13
Seminars
18. | Organisation of Seminars 15
19. | MPhil Supervision 08
20. | PhD Supervision 04
21, | NET Qualified Students 05
22, | Student Placement in 30 |Approximate)
Universities and Colleges
23. | Member of Professional 0
Bodies
24. | Head of the Department of | August 1996- July 2007 Gandhi Mahavidyaiaya
Philosophy luly 22008-March 2011: Assam University
luly 2011-31 December 2017: Ravenshaw University
25. | Head/)t. Secretary of 2016-17- President, Ravenshaw University Teachers’

Teachers' Association

Association

2006-07- President , Gandhi Mahavidyalaya Teachers’
Association

2000-06- Joint Secretary, All Orissa Philosophy Association
1994-1996- President, Ispat College Teachers’ Assoclation

S

(R, C. MWajhi}
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M.A (Utkal University); M.A. & Ph.D. (University of Rochester]

Former Professor of Philosophy, Ravenshaw University

Editor: Ravenshow Journal of Philosophy and Journal of Al Odisha Philosophy Association
Mobile: +919437097475

remajhi@urgrad rochester. edy

remethigoutlaok.in
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Curriculum Vitae
Name: RAJAKISHORE NATH

Father's Name: Rangadhar Nath
Date of Birth: 25 - 06-1977

(i) Citizen: Indian, (i) Sex: Male, (iii) Marital Status: Married,

ol

Permanent Address:

Correspondence Address;
Routbaritani, Dept. of Humanities and Social Sciences,
Ajyatan, Indian Institute of Technology Bombay,
Kendrapara, Mumbai-76, India

Orissa, pin-754237,

India.

Educational Qualifications:

Email: pathifhss iith 3¢.in
rajakishorenath @ gmail.com
Phone: 022-25767357, 0860322066 (M.

Name of the

Name of the

| Year of

" Division/Class | Percentage of
Exam. Passed | University Passing Marks.
PhD - University of July- 2006 August 2007 Best PhD
(Philosophy) | Hyderabad {result (Received Thesis Award
L | declared) Degree)
PGDPOE University of 2002
(Professional | Hyderabad First 67.2%
Ethics) : il
M. Phil. University of 2001 First 66.2%
(Philosophy) Hyderabad
M.A. | University of
(Philosophy) | Hyderabad 1999 First Class First | 65 44%
(Gold Medal) —
B.A.(Hons) | Utkal University 1997 First 60.25% '
| (Philosophy) Orissa
Areas of Interest:

* Philosophy of Artificial Intelligence, Philosophy of Mind, Philosophy of
Cognitive Sciences, Analytic Philosophy and Ethics.

Award/Recognitions/Fellowships:
* Received Young Philosopher Award 2012 instituted by Indian Council of
Philosophical Research, Ministry of HRD, Govt, of India, New Delhi.

* Recipient of the Best Conference Paper Award-2009 from International Journal
Arts and Sciences Conference, which was organized from & to 13" November
2009 at Germany.

Young Faculty Award 2008 from [IT Bombay

Recipient of the Best Ph.D. Dissertation by Dean, School of Humanities,
University of Hyderabad, Hyderabad, India. For this achievement | have been
placed on the Pean’s Lisr for the vear 2006,

L.




First Class First in M. A. and Received University Gold Medal.

Qualified the University Grant Commission- National Eligibility Test (NET),
December-2002.

Junior Research Fellowship awarded by Indian Council of Philosophical
Research, during 2001 10 2004,

Recipient of award from the Jawaharlal Nehru Memorial Fund o the
Meritorious Students in Recognition of their Academic Excellence in 1998-1999
Merit Fellowship during M.A. and M.Phil.

Teaching/ Administrative Experiences:

Working as Associate Professor in Philosophy at Depariment of Humanities
and Social Sciences, II'T Bombay from 01,09.2014 1o 1ill date.

Member, Peer team for conducting Academic and Adminisirative Audit of
Departiments’ Centers’ Institutes’ Conducied Colleges at University of Mumbai
during April 22-24, 2019 University of Mumbai.

Assistant Professor in Philosophy at Department of Humanities and Social
Sciences, [IT Bombay from 07.10.2008 to August 2014,

Semior Lecturer in Philosophy st Department of Humanities and Social
sciences, 1T Bombay from 12.03.2007 w 06.10.2008.

Seminar Coordinator, Department of Humanities and Social Sciences, [IT
Bombay from April 2017 to June 2019.

Time-Table Coordinator, Department of Humanities and Social Sciences, 11T
Bombay from December 2013 to December 2015,

Member, Warden's Commitice for Summery Action on Disciplinary Matters
from November 2013 1o 2015,

DUGC Member, Department of Humanities and Social Sciences, IIT Bombay
from 2011 to 2013,

Library Coordinator, Department of Humanities and Social Seiences, 1T
Bombay from 2011 to July 2014,

Worked as Warden, Hostel 5, lIT Bombay from 2011 to June 2015,

Worked as Philosophy Group Coordinator at Department of Humanities and
Social Sciences, |IT Bombay from 201 1-2012.

Worked as Associate Warden, Hostel 5, IIT Bombay from 2008-201 1,

Invigilation Duty in Charge at Department of Humanities and Social Sciences,
HT Bombay from 2009-2011,

Co-Course Registration in Charge at Department of Humanities and Social
Sciences, 11T Bombay from 2007-2009.

Worked as Institute Representative for I1IT-JEE, CEED, & GATE

Membership:

L]

Life Member of Journal of Indian Council of Philosophical Research,
Life Member of International Society For Philosophers, UK,

Life Member of Indian Philosophical Congress

Life Member of Forum on Contemporary Theory

Life Member of Journal of Contemporary Thought
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* Life Member of All Odisha Philosophy Association
* Life Member of Ludwig Wittgenstein's Philosophical Society
Editorial Board of Al & Society (Springer):

*  Associate Editor, Journal of Al and Society (Springer) (October 2020 to till date)

Advisory Board of Al &Society (Springer):

* Member, Advisory Board of AT and Seciety (Springer) (June 2018 o October
20200

Journal Review:
* Reviewed article for Jowrnal of Cognitive Science, Philosophica, Philosophy
Stwdy and Philosophical Papers & Reviews, Al and Soclery
* Reviewed Book for Oxford University Press (India). Macmillan Publications
Examiner:
* NPTEL course on Ethics reviewed from IIT Kanpur in 2014,
* Reviewed a national project on Turing. Ashby. and "the Action of the Brain”,
National Science Centre, Poland, 2020.
* Reviewed a national project on *The Political Problems of Anificial Intelligence’,
Mational Fund for Sciemific Sand Technological Research, Chile, 2020.
s  Examinéd many PhD thesis and Viva voce.

Seminar/Conferences Organized:

* Co-coordinator for International Conference on Science and Jainism in
collaboration with Bhagawan Mahavira Iniernational Research Center, Jain
Vishva Bharati Institwte, Ladnum, Rajasthan, and University of Mumbai at
Department of Humanities and Social Sciences, [IT Bombay, 8-10 January 2016,

* Organized one day National Seminar on International Philosophy Day in
collaboration with ICPR, New Delhi at Department of Humanities and Social
Sciences, IIT Bombay, on 15 November 2007,

* Organized one day Mational Seminar on International Philosophy Day in
collaboration with 1CPR, New Delhi at Department of Humanities and Social
Sciences, 1IT Bombay, on 24 November 2010.

Project Undertaken:

¢ Computationalism: A Study in Philosophy, Funding Agency: TRCC, IIT Bombay,
2007-2010,

® Contemporary Issucs in Philosophy of Mind & Cognition (Both in web & video
courses) shared with Prof, Ranjan K. Panda, Funding Agency: National
Programme on Technology Enhanced Leaming (NPTEL), IIT Madras, MHRD,

Covt, of India, Years; 2010-2012,
FDF Scholar:

* Dr, Sunkanna Velpula, Title of project: Consciousness: Rediscovering its Origin
and Mature, E. Code: 116204 (July 2016 to June 2019}
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Malanda Univessity | Or. Saro) Kanta Kar - Nalanda University

i

About the School (htps:/nalandauniv.edu.in/academics/ sbs-pory)

b

Faculty (https-//nalandauniv.edu. in‘academics/sbs-per/sbs-faculiies/)
#» Research {h't‘tp-i.'."'.-"l'lalal‘ldﬂuni'.f.!du.inj&nﬂdemIcs:’a-ha-pcn‘re&&ﬂrth-sbafj
* Academic Programmes (https ;-'Inarandauniv.edu.in..fauadﬁnlc.s.-'sba-pﬂfﬂtﬁd!mi:-prugrammewll

# Courses and Curriculum (https:/f nalandauniv.edu.in/academics/sbs-per/schoolof-buddhist-studies-
phlIu-saph:.rvand—-c-:rnparallve-n,-quiun-murse-l:uml:ulum-mlQ-IDI}

®» Research Projecis [hﬁpa:f.-"nnhndauru-.-.edu.Infacadﬂmlt:s.fsbs-pm.fraamh-prﬂiecls-shsj]
% Caresr Progpects {https:ﬂnalandauniv_edu.infacﬂdami:srsba-pn:rfumer-pruap-er:ts.-f )

# MNews and Events {hﬁpﬂﬂnaland&miv.ed‘u.inf&cadernicsjsbs-p:r!ahsﬂews-and-ewe-nw]

Assistant Professor
saro) kar@nalandauniv. edu.in

Dr. Saroj Kanta Kar

Dr SarojKartakar, currently Assistant Professer in Fhilosophy. at School of Buddhist Studies,
Philosaphy and Comparstive Redigions, Nalanda University, worked in various major capacities in
different institutions. He has been Programme Officer in Indian Council of Phitosophical Research
(ICPR) (2011-2018), and befare that has worked a3 Teaching Faulty in M.S, University of Baroda for a
short peried. He has been a Research Associate in GITAM University (20710-2011), and for long has
been involved in Research and Teaching at Centre of Advanced Studes in Fhilosophy, Utkal University
(2007-2010). Prior to that he has teaching assignments in an undergraduate college for & short period

His post-doctoral tessarch is on consciousness in Buddhism and Vedanta Hig doctoral research was
based on Nagarjuna's philosophy, He has specialized in Buddhism and Vedamta He has studied and
taught indian Philosophy, Western Philosophy. Philosophy of Religion, Moral Philosophy, and Logic
Critical, Creative and Applied Research in phikosophy and allied areas of study always accupy prianties

In is acadernic engagements. He also takes up challenges in meeting new frontiers in academics and
research
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Malanda Liniversity | Dr. Sar| Kants Kar- Madanda Untvarsity

His publications include two booksand some research papers, viz, 'On Theoretic to Applied Ethics’
Revisiting 'Dharma’ in Mahabharat = Resolving Moral Dilernmas’, Jaina Approach to (A)Rimsa’
tAJHImsa in Buddhism' and (AJHimsa. Classical Indian Ferspective, "‘On Theoralic to Applied Ethics'

‘Bugdhist Message Towards Attitudinal Crisis in Ecology’. Towards Future Philagophy” ard ‘On the So-
called Conflict between Applied and Pure Logie'

= Coordination of Projects
and Fellcwship -Administrative Experience — 4th Nov. 20711-30th August 2078 = 6 Years 9 Months 26
Days.
Teaching Faculty — Department of Philosophy, Faculty of Arts, The Maharaja Sayajirao University of

Baroda - Teachingin U. G & P G.: Ethies, Environmental Ethics, Philosophical Analysis = July 20171 =
31st Dot 201 1-Tyear 4 Months,

Research Associate — Institute of Human Science and Service, GITAM University = Viglence and Non-
viclence: Indian Classical Standpoint = March 2010 = Jure 2011 1 Year Z Months,

Project Fellow - Centre of Advanced Studies in Philosophy, Utkal University -Teaching Indian

Epistemclogy and Indian and Western Ethics in M. A - Working on Glossary of Indian Philosophy =
April 2007 — March, 2010 -2 years. 11 Manths.

Lecturer in Philosophy — P N. College, Khurde, Orissa -Teaching Philosophy (Indian Western) and
Ethics-in + 3 Classes and Logic in #2 Arts = 16th March 2008 - 31st Dec., 2005 9 Months.

Education

Post-Doc - Humanities = Philosophy = Univ of Hyderabad - 2007
Ph.D = Hurmanity = Philosophy = Univ. of Hyderabad - 2006
M.Phil = Humanities — Philosophy — Univ,, of Hyderabad - 2008
Master = Humanitiy / Arts - Philosophy - Utkal Univ., -2005

Publications and Presentations
Books:

=

1. Kar, Sarojkanta. (2002) Kenopanisad - A Poetio Insight (Oriya), Bhubaneswar/ Mew Delhi
PrachiPrakasan,

2 Kar, Sarojianta (2009) The Madhyamika Mirrored, Bhubaneswar: Reproprint Pvt, Ltd, Delhi /
Orissa

Chapters in Book:

3 Kar, Sarojkanta (2018} "Jaina Approach to (A)himsa, Phenomenalogy of Viclence, Ed, by K

Ramakrishna Rao & B. Sambasiva Prasad Vol | DK Print World, New Delhi, ISBN-078R1-246-
a0g-5

4 Kar, Sarojkanta. (20718). '(A)Himsa n Buddhism, Phenomenclogy of Viclence, Ed by K

Ramakrishna Rao & B Sambasiva Prasad. Vol | DK Primt Waorld, New Delhi ISBN-97881-246-
0909-5,

= Kar, Sarcjkanta (2018). ‘(A)Himsa; Clessical Indian Perspective’ — Phenomenology of Vickence,

Ed by K. Ramakrishna Rao & B. Sambasiva Prasad., Vol |, DKE. Print Warld, New DelhiISBN-
O7e81-246-0803-5,
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Malanda University | O, Sarj Kantg Kar - Malande Unhversily
(previously presented in Serninar on ‘Moral Philosophy of Prof. PK Mohapatra, starting from 5.
To 6, Feb, 2015
| 7 Kar, SarojKanta (2016). '‘Buddhist Impetus for Politics sans Corruption in Contrast with Western

Culture’, Buddhist Applied Philosophy - The 21st Century Response, {Ed.) L Udayakurmar Vol |,
ISBMN: 978-93-82186-87-B.

8 Kar, SarojKanta, (2016). ‘Supreme Structure in Profsssor Pradhan's Philosophical Edifice’
Language, Ming and Reality: A Reflection on Philosoohical Thoughts of Prof. R.C. Pradhan, ed.
by Ranjan Kumar Panda, Universal-Publishers, New Delhi. ISEMN 978-93-83803

9. Kar, Sargikanta, (2009) ‘Revisiting 'Dharma’ in Mahabharat Resolveng Moral Dilermmas’, Ethics

and Epics : Reflections on Indiarn Ethos, Ed oy K. C. Pandey, New Delhi: Readworthy, ISBN:
9789350180334

10 Kar, SarojKanta. (2007) 'Buddhist Message Towards Attitudingl Crisis in Ecology', Ecological
Perspectives in Buddhism, Ed. by K. C. Pardey, New Delhi Readworthy, ISBN: 8189973002

Some Important Research Papers / Articles in Journals:

1. Kar, SargjKanta. (2076). On professor BiswambharPahi on Reason and Emotions In Human

Culture, Joumal of Foundational Research Vol XXV 1-2, I35N- 23955635, (Published late in
2017)

—

2 Kar, Sarcjkanta, (2016), ‘Moral Footprints in Law’, Journal of All Orissa Philosophy Association,
vol, I, Ng. 1, ISSN 2395-2784

L]

3 Kar, Sarojkanta. (2009). Book Review on ‘R C Fradhan, Metaphysics', Indian Journal of Analytic
Philosophy, Vol. 1il, No. 1.

ERE = i

4 Kar, SarojKanta. (2008). ‘Agent and Action: Madhyamika Analysis of Essentialist Congepts,
Indian Journal of Analytie Philosaphy, Vel I, 1ssue |

5. Kar, SarojKanta. (2005). Refigious Hazards: Search for Remedy’, Manjari Journal of Humanities
and Social Sciences, Vol IV No.1

B kar, Sarojkanta (2003) ‘Real - Ideal Conflict in Gandhian Ideology: Peering &t Problerns in Non-
Violence' Problems and Perspectives of Social Philoscphy, Vol I, No,1

7 Kar, SarglKanta (2000) ‘Humanity in Buddhism' Problems and Perspectives of Social
Philesophy, Vol |, No.1

=

Seme Important Published Research Papers in Conference Proceedings

1. Kar, SarojKanta. (2010). Towards Future Philosaphy’, &l Orissa Philosophy Associanion, 73-24
January, 2010,

4 Kar, Sargjkanta. (2003). ‘Integral Activity. A prospect for Human Resources in Higher Education
and Research in India, Mational Conference on Globalization and Higher Education and
Research in India . Need for Innovation, 13th = 15th Feb_ 2003

3. Kar, SarojKanta. (2001). 'On the So-called Conflict between Applied and Pure Logic| IPC, 29th
Oct. 10 15t Nov, 20071,

important Paper Presentations in Seminars / ﬂgp_l_g«tepcetzlgl 15 onwards)

1. Kar, Sarcikanta (2019} Sat in Dharma and Dhamma Traditions, International Convention Centre




DEPARTMENT OF PHILOSOPHY
IN ASSOCIATION WITH IQAC
PATTAMUNDAI COLLEGE , PATTAMUNDAI

Crganises a National Webinar on

“ECOSOPHY IN CLASSICAL INDIAN PHILOSOPHY :
REFLECTION ON A MORAL TRADITION”

Date: 21.11.2020 , Time:12.00 P.M.
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RESOURCE PERSON RESOURCE PERSON RESOURCE PERSON
Dr.R.C. Majhi, Dr.R. Nath, Dr.5.K. Kar,
Retd. Professor, Asso. Professor, Asst. Professor,
Ravenshaw University, Dept. of humanities and Social Dept. of Philosophy, Nalanda

Mr. S.K.Jena Prof. A.L.N Dash
Lecturer & Co-Convenor Principal
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Agency, Morality and Environment

Ram C. Majhi
Department of Philosophy
Ravenshaw University, Cultack

Isha bhashyamidam sarva vat kinchit jagatyam jagat
Tena tyakaten bhunfitha ma grudha kasvasvid dhanam

(ishabhshyaponishad)

All this is for habitation! by the Lord, whatsoever is individual universe of
mavement in the universal motion. By that renounced thou shouldst enjoy; lust
not after any man s PosSession.

{ Trans. Sr Aurobindo)

The need for preservation and protection of our environment has become a
pressing concern for all of us. The reasons for it are not hard to find, Research
findings and news items on it are conspicuously growing. One source of
pollution is the harardous nature of electronic trash. 50 million tonnes of e-
waste are generated every year all over the world according to an UN Report.
According tw the Global E-Waste Monitor 2017, India generates about 2
million tonnes (MT) of e-waste annually and ranks fifth among e-
waste producing countries, after the US, China, Japan and Germany, ... About
95 per cent of India's e-waste is recycled in the informal sector and in a crude
Manner.

This is only one of the items of land pollution. It is a common place for a
traveller to face mountains of solid garbage first at the outskint of an Indian city.
In addition to these there are water and air pollutants. Environmental poliution
challenges our conception of development that we have borrowed from the
west. It also challenges our attitude towards nature, towards the Earth where
millions of species live. The attitude also came from the west along with the
notion of development and the technology that promises to execute the notion.
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Scientists, Environmentalists, Activists and philosophers of the west are
raising voices against massive exploitation of nature, predominantly by the
west, but most of the developing and developed nations of the world are
involved. They express deep concern about the future of the Earth and those
who make it their habitat. The concern of these serious thinkers is reflected in
two objectives: one is to find a perspective in which the future of mankind is
sustained and the other is to find a perspective in which intrinsic worth of nature
1S recognized.

Once we talk about this intrinsic worth of nature the issue becomes
problematic. Traditionally two distinet categories of values are conceived: one
is the inirinsic value of a thing and the other is the instrumental value of a thing.
Something 15 of intrinsic value if 1t 15 good or desirable in itself; in contrast,
something is of instrumental value, if it is a means to some other end or
purpose.' Given these two distinet categories of value and that nature has
intrinsic worth, whether we can use nature for human purposes is the issue 1 wall
take up in this paper.

There are millions of species, ecosystems, and other inanimate things in
nature, Further there are innumerable members of specie. How shall we morally
relate ourselves with the members of other species? There are great many
literatures on our moral responsibility towards a specie or ecosystem. There
may be some sort of moral responsibility of the human species towards other
species. But, I think, fundamentally it is the individual that matters at the root.
Species or systems may have moral worth. We may have concern or
responsibility towards them derivatively from the moral worth, concemn or
responsibility towards a member or an individual.

Assuming that it is the relation (moral) of individuals, the next i1ssue 1s
how, | being a human or a moral agent or a moral person, should relate myself
with the members of other species. Traditionally the moral sphere was restricted
to humans only. This has been challenged by modemn thinkers. It is suggested
that not only we have moral responsibility to our fellow human beings; we also

" Practical Ethics, page 274
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have the responsibility to other sentient beings. Some have stretched it to non
sentient, such as, species, forest and ecosystems.

When we talk about our moral responsibility towards others, an important
distinction has to be borne in mind: the distinction between our responsibility
towards our fellow beings and our responsibility towards the members of other
species. We are all moral Agents while others are moral objects. Common
interests and mutual obligations bind us into a moral community. No such
community 1s shared by the members of human species and the members of
specie; though we may share some other commoenality such as feeling pain and
pleasure,

This distinction between a moral agent and a moral object will be helpful,
1 behieve, in sorting our relation with other members of other species. The
distinction between intrinsic value and instrumental value i1s different from the
distinction berween moral Agents and moral objects. For example, a human
being may have both intrinsic value and instrumental value such as a rickshaw
puller or a university professor may have. Both are serving someone else for
money, In contrast, a moral object cannot be a moral agent. For example, a
bacteria or a mosquito is not a moral agent. They simply lack this quality. Can a
moral agent become a moral object? It seems that when we hang a person for
the crime he committed we do treat him as a moral agent as well as a moral
object. When I kill a mosquito because it bit me | treat it as a moral object not
as moral agent.

A moral agent is a moral person who has actual or potential ability to
make moral deliberation. Moral objects do not have that capacity. They are just
recipient of moral goods delivered by the moral agent, Moral appeal cannot be
made to moral objects. Moral appeal is directed towards the moral agents only.
It 15 clear from the discussion that only the human beings have the capacity of
being moral agents. Other sentient and non sentient are moral objects. A moral
agent has moral responsibility towards moral agents as well as moral objects.
But the responsibility towards the agents need not be the same as the
responsibility towards the objects.
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After all why do we want to be moral? Because it helps us lead a life
which we cannot have without morality, But that does not mean that we have
equal moral responsibility towards fellow human beings from the fact that we
are all human beings. We are mutually obliged to respect one another because
we are all equal in spite of divergent differences among us. We know, we feel
and act similarly. There is no such similarity between a human and a non-
human. We live in a community of moral reciprocity that is not there with the
non-humans. Because of this similarity we assign equal value to all human lives
and made these intrinsically worthy,

Value assignment is a human activity. What constitute value and what
does not, depends ultimately on human preferences. We prefer human life,
hence made it intrinsic and the other which sustains 1t, as instrumental. If we
assign intrinsic worth 1o nature in general and individual members in particular,
the consequence is that we cannot cut a single tree nor we can kill a mosquito.
We cannot eat meat nor can we drink boiled water.

A theory, that makes everything intrinsic, comes out in the last analysis
an impractical theory; it sounds very noble but utterly uscless. Nor is a theory
desirable that makes nature instrumental such as theories that an anthropocentric
perspective generates. The distinction between intrinsic worth and instrumental
value is not of much help here.

Our concern for nature stems from our concern for ourselves, The worries
for extinction of species, love for wilderness, depletion of vzone layer are all
human concerns. We would not care much about what happens around us if that
did not affect some way or other. We would not care for morality if it does not
pay us ultimately. Universalizability of morality also demands that 1 go be:,rgnd
myself to us and others. This moral concern requires that we do something
morally appropriate for ourselves and for others. This requires curtailment of
human interests that have generated devastation and exploitation.
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We need to redefine our goals- individual, national and international in
such a way that we have chance to live at the minimal harm to others. For this
we need to reconsider our notion development and restructure our strategies to
achieve this. The burrowed notion of development is exploitative in nature of
nature. From this western perspective, development 15 material transformation
of nature according human agenda tor human purpose. Science and technology
i5 used to accumulate power for human purpose. Science and technology 15 used
to accumulate power to control the nature. Nature 15 nothing but a pool of
resources. This perspective is dangerous to both human and non-human worlds.
The non-human worlds as moral objects and as recipient of moral goods are the
worst victims. The poor and developing countries are no less off. They suffer
along with the non-human world. The poor and developing countries are in the
cross roads. They are both the victims as well as the perpetrators. They are the
victim of western craze for material power through globalization, free economy.
The World Bank and the IMF play the pivotal role for transforming this craze
into reality. The said countries under the influence of this culture, and with the
developed countries exploit the non-human world, They are following a wrong
set of goals for human life.

What should be the goal of life? What should be the goal of nations and
international organizations? It is definitely not the western model which
encourages predatory nature and self aggrandizement. The west, having
exploited a huge chunk of non-renewable nature, is talking of sustainable
development, without any intention of stopping their selfish, specie oriented
practices.

Developing countries, India in particular, should look inward and bank
upon her own spiritual resources and set individual and natiomal goals
accordingly, The problems India faces are not the problems the developed
countries face. We have the problem of not living properly. They have the
problem of living their lives. Their solution cannot be our solution. Their
method cannot be our method. As an afterthought, we may ask, have they lived
properly? If they did live, then there should not be so much turmoil in this
world. Why so many wars with other nations of humans and other systems of
other species?
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I am not talking about the spiritual enlightenment in the religious sense in
which materialism is dispensed with. I am talking about spiritualization of
matter, By this I mean that we must have philosophy of life which emphasizes
the worth of life of all kind. Where there is a conflict of human life and the lives
of other, every reasonable precaution, depending on the knowledge available at
the age, is made to avoid the conflict,

Unfortunately, conflict of lives is an inevitable aspect of living. This is an
ongoing feature of the natural world. But at the same time there is a sigmficant
difference between the conflicts when one thinks master of the world and one
doesn’t, One who believes that | am just one among the many and thinks that he
is a moral agent whose actions may cost the other’s life who is incapable of
defending it, will go through considerable moral, legal, spiritual deliberations
may act in a way that shows that she has iried her best to save the life of the
other. This is possible only if she loves the world.

I think ‘love the World" should be the goal of life and the policy of
nations and international organizations and institutions. The moral agent, who
loves the World, will go out of her way to save the moral object for the object
does not reciprocate but only receives. Feminist thinkers might object that this
Agent-Object dualism is the reminiscent of androcentrism. [ do not think this
kind of dualism has that defect. Dualism is inevitable for it is the reality of our
existence. If the sting of power is subdued by love there should not be any
problem with this dichotomy,

With regard to a specific Philosophy of life, I am inclined to support
Gandhi's Philosophy of life. 1 am not suggesting that everyone should live like
Gandhi, a life of austerity and frugality. It is said that to keep Gandhi poor,
thousands of rupees were spent in his time. | reject both the senses, What 1 am
suggesting is simple life in the sense that everyone gets an opportunity to use
her hands and mind with small technology, decentralized systems of production

and power and such other things that would help one live in nature, not live
against nature.
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The offshoot of the above of discussion is that moral agency is to be restricted
to humans while the sphere of morality goes beyond the dichotomy of intrinsic
and extrinsic values with regard to environment. The proper moral attitude
should direct us to live in nature not out of it.
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An ecosophy is a philosophical approach to others (animals, plants, humans, etc.), emphasizing
the significance of an individual's actions and beliefs concerning the environment. This kind of
ide4 can be called ecophilosophy. The ecosophy is mainly concerned with the individual's
ccological behaviors, and to have ecological behavior, and we should develop the ecological self.
The ecological self will bring harmony with nature, where humans and the whole eco-system
will flourish. The ecological self is the necessary character of cach individual because of our
lousy culture; we kill nature. Human cultures are based on heliefs and practices. These beliefs
and practices are mostly anthropocentric perspectives, The anthropocentric approach to ethics
adopts a human-centered ideology, which asserts human behavior/beliefs/customs/rituals/culture
dominance over all other species.

Moreover, this kind of ethical approach treats humans as unique and superior, Here
nature is not part of human beings; instead, nature can be viewed in economic terms such as
commodities and resources for human existence. That is to say that it constructs nature 48 others,
The above exposition shows that nature's value is derived from human Judgment. That is to say
that nature has value, but the value is not intrinsic value, rather than nature is an instrumental
value for human culture. This philosophical foundation to anthropocentric ethics claims that
humans and humans' culture is intrinsically valusble and other things and beings (eco-sysiem
including animals) are extrinsically valuable because of their value to humans.

In this paper, I would like to argue that human culture should protect nature and should
not dominate nature. Mature and culture are the two aspects of human life. The culture which

kills mature is not & culture. 1f culture kills nature, human beings” behavior is not rational. The
rationality is not reflected in beliefs and actions as we know that Anistotle defined long back that

human beings are rational animals. Thus rationality is the bedrock of human culture. T would like

i
|
|
1

Bk e — e e



to discuss a few important philosophical questions about human culture. The questions are: Are
humens the only things in the world that are valuable in themselves? 1s everything else only
valuable because it is valuable to humans? Why should humans be placed inside the circle and
other beings on the outside? What would we call it if we placed only people of one race inside
the circle just because of their race? Is it any different if we place only beings in one species
inside the circle just because of their species? Is there @ relevant difference between humans and
nonhumans that makes the former intrinsically valuable and the latter not? Keeping these ideas in
mind, in this paper, I would like to defend deep ecology, ecofeminism, ete. from non-

anthropocentric perspectives.
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