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. . REPORT :

A state level seminar on the topic “Institutionalization of Development
Studies : From Economic Growth to Social Economy ” was organized by the
Department of Sociology, Pattamundai College, Pattamundai at 11.00am
on29.06.2022 under the chairmanship of Prof. Pravakar Rout, principle of the
College. The resource person of the seminar was Dr, Aditya Keshari Mishra,
Faculty, Dept. of Sociology Central University of Odisha, Koraput. At the outset
Capt. Manoj Parida, H.0.D. and convener of the seminar introduced the guests
and delivered a keynote address on the subject. Then the principal formally
welcomed the resource person and the participants. Mr. R.K.Senapati, Reader in
Sociology and Co-convener of the seminar invited the resource person for his
deliberations. After the deliberation there was a question-answer session. The
seminar was attended by students, researchers, academicians, lecturers and
others. The seminar was ended with a vote of thanks by Miss. Bijayalakshi

Mohapatra, A final year student of the Sociology Department,
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OFFICE OF THE PRINCIPAL
PATTAMUNDAI COLLEGE, PATTAMUNDAI
No_ 5 QQ bt 2
. : NOTICE . ’
It is hereby notified that the department of Sociology is going to organise
a State Level Seminar on the Topic “Institutionalization of development studies
: From economic growth to social economy” at 10.30 am on dt.29.06.2022 in
auditorium Hall. All the staff members are requested to remain present i_n the

above mentioned seminar.

Pattamundai College
Copy to : Staff Common Room / Notice Board /Guard File .
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OFFICE OF THE PRINCIPAL Moabile : 6437376724

PATTAMUNDAI COLLEGE

NAAC ACCREDITED B GRADE
PATTAMUNDAI, KENDRAPARA, ODISHA - 754215

Ref No. :voernn CYS ... Dole... 232602y

To

Dr. Aditya Keshari Mishra
Asst.Professor in Sociology,
Central University of Odisha, Koraput.

Sub: - Invitation to act as a Resource Person in the State Level Seminar.

Sir,

The Department of Sociology in association with IQAC, Pattamundai
College is going to Organize a State Level Seminar on the topic
“Institutionalization of Development Studies: from Economic Growth to
Social Economy™ at 10.30 am on 29h June 2022,

Your kind consent on this occasion is highly solicited.

With Regards..

T
i:ip%l

Pattamundai College

www.pattamundaicollege ac.in,
E-mail : pattamundaicollege@gmail com, pattamundaicollege®yahoo.com
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Institutionalization of Development Btudies:
From Economic Growth to Social Economy

Dr. Aditya Keshari Mishra
Department of Sociology
Central University of Odisha
Koraput

A draft brief synopsis of the Lecture
As a multidiacipjinazjr construct, several practitioners, as well as intellectuals
have been, from time 1o time, engaged in (rejdefining the construct of
‘development’ at multiple levels — micro, meso and macro - because of its
worldwide acceptance. To put it in simple terms, ‘development’ basically refers
to the positive changes in various aspects of human society, However, it is not
ag simple as it appears. As Thomas (2004) argues, development is considered
as 'contested... complex, and ambiguous’. The construct of development means
different things at different times, in different places, and by different people in
different professions and organizations (Chambers 2004). In fact, the
vagueness of the construct of ‘development’, coupled with its increasing
significance in regional, national and international levels, has led to a large
sociceconomic and sociopolitical scuffle for influence over our future, which
has ultimately forced the policymakers, development practitioners, and
nonetheless, the academicians to (rejthink and to (rejdefine its intellectual

history from time to time while {rejstructuring the journey of ‘development’.
Development, in all its historical and contemporary connotations, has
emerged as a powerful discourse, which has been especially shaping the social,
economic and political landscapes of the underdeveloped as well as the
developing countries across the globe. Often considered as a powerful
construct, the power of ‘development’ has been consistently empowering the
rich or developed countries in (re)structuring their dominance over the poor or
developing or underdeveloped countries of the world. In this context, while
engaging with development, there are several questions that pop up to one's
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mind that inglude: What is devplopment? ls it an_abstract construcl? Or, is it
an empirical construct? What are the characteristic features of development?
What are the goals of development? What are the objectives of development? Is
it a mere panacea for problems confronted by several communities as well as
countries in the world? What are the themes of development studies? Or, what
15 the subject-matter of development studies? And, last but not the least, why
is it so0 significant in academic discussions? Therefore, it is indispensable on
the part of a reader to understand the nuances of ‘development’ while engaging

" with this metamorphic discourse in line with the abovementioned questions,

which will certainly shape one’s own intellectual thirstiness of development.

Sumner and Tribe (2008) have fundamentally outlined three
discernable connotations of the idea of development: (a) development as a
process of structural societal transformation that involves changes to
sociceconomic structures including ownership, organization of production,
technology, institutional structure and law; (b) development as a medium-term
outcome of desirable targets that concerns with ‘performance indicators’-goals
or outcomes that can be measured and compared with targeis; and ()
development ae a dominant discourse of western modernity, which is based on
the western ethnocentric notions of development upon the third world that has
emerged as a reaction to the deliberate efforts at progress made in the name of
development since World War II (Sumner and Tribe 2008),

That apart, the notion of development especially during the era of
decolonization has brought about widespread changes in sociceconomic and
political structures of the human society across the globe. The phase of
development that has emerged soon after the end of World War 11 began to
adopt Westlern/European model of development. In other words, the newly
decolomzed countries that have emerged soon after World War Il started to
depend upon the technologies of the West. Thus, the adoption of the Western
model across the newly established decolonized countries in the post-World
War Il era underpins what Philip McMichael [2000) calls ‘the development
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projegt’. The development project of Fhilip McMichael (2000) provides a
comprehensive view about the concept of development during postwar period.

This alternative project of development as summarized by McMichael was

understood as: *a) an organizing concept to provide universal meaning; (bl a

national framework for economic growth; (c] an international framework of aid

binding the developing world to the developed world; (d) a growth strategy
favouring industrialization; (e] an agrarian reform strategy encouraging agro-

industrialization; and (f) central state nitiatives to stimulate and manage

investment and mobilize multi-class political coalitions into a development

alliance supporting industrial growth' (Islam 2013).

Development is also treated as multidimensional in nature. According to
Torado and Smith (2012), ‘development must therefore be conceived as a
multidimensional process involving major changes in social structures, popular
attitudes, and national institutions, a= well as the acceleration of economic
growth, the reduction of nequality, and the eradication of poverty.
Development, in its essence, must represent the whole gamut of change by
which an entire social system, tuned to the diverse basic needs and evolving
aspirations of individuals and social groups within that system, moves away
from a condition of life widely perceived as unsatisfactory toward a situation or
condition of life regarded as materially and spiritually better’. They have
formulated three core values of development: sustenance, sell-esteem, and
freedom from servitude. First, sustenance or the ability to meet basic needs
refers 10 the basic poods and services, such as food, clothing, and shelter that
are necessary to sustain an average human being at the bare minimum level of
living. Second, self-estecem or to be a person refers to the feeling of worthiness
that a society enjoys when its social, political, and economic systems and
institutions promote human values such as respeet, dignity, integrity, and self-
determination. Third, [reedom from servitude or to be able to choose refers to a
situation in which a society has at its disposal a variety of alternatives from
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which to satisfy, its wants and indjviduals enjoy real choices according jo their
preferences,

In addition, Thomas (2000) in 'Meanings, and Views of Development’
defines development in terms of three major sense: (a) development as vision
sensing the constitution of a desirable society; [b)] development as a historical
process sensing the transformation of human societies over a period of time;
and (c) development as action or deliberate efforts sensing the role of various
agencies including governments, organizations and movements aiming towards
improvement. It is argued that development appears no longer to be mainly
about the transformation of the economic and social basis of societies, and is
now often thought of in terms of dealing with problems rather than searching
for grand alternatives. Development has always been an ambiguous idea, on
the one hand being virtually synonymous with progress and on the other
referring to intentional efforts to ameliorate the distorted faults or progress
{Cowen and Shenton 1996; Thomas 2000). Development for Chambers (1997)
means good change that implies ‘a vision of a desirable society, something to
aim at, a state of being with certain positive attributes which can be measured
so that we can talk of more or less development' and change implies ‘a process
which may entail disruption of established patterns of living' (Thomas 2000).
Another significant element while defining development is the terminologies
used for denoting the series of countries especially belonging to Africa, Asia,
Latin America and the Caribbean while undertaking development. In fact, it is
significant on the part of a learner to be conceptually clear while understanding
the poor as well as the rich countries of the warld, In the development
literature, there is no uniform/single category in denoting these countries.
Development scholars, from time to time, have (rejdeveloped several conceptual
categories in order to understand and analyze these countries. Thus, the
frequently used terminologies in development literature by the scholars as well
as the practitioners of development are the underdeveloped countries,
developing countries, developed countries, the First World, the Second World,
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the Thigd World, the South, and the North. These are the terpninologies that
have been frequently used, not only in this book, but in almost all books
relating to development studies.

Broadly, the term ‘underdeveloped country’ is assigned to a country that
is less developed economically than most others, with little industry and
little money spent on education, health care, etc. The term 'developing country’
is assigned to a country that is referred to low- and middle-income country in
which most people have a lower standard of living with access to fewer goods
and services than do most people in high-income countries, “The term
‘developed country’ is assigned to a country, which is industrialized in nature
and has a highly developed economy, strong political system, and advanced
technological infrastructure in comparison to the underdeveloped or developing
countries. The term TFirst World' refers to so called developed, capitalist,
industrial countries, roughly, a bloc of countries aligned with the United States
after World War II, with more or less common political and economic interests:
North America, Western Europe, Japan and Australia. The term ‘Second World'
refers to the former communist-socialist, industrial states, [formerly the
Eastern bloc, the territory and sphere of influence of the Union of Soviet
Socialists Republic) today: Russia, Eastern Europe (e.g., Poland) and some of
the Turk States [e.g., Kazakhstan) as well as China. The term *Third World'
refers to all the countries especially the developing countries of Africa, Asia and
Latin America. The Third World countries have been classified by various
indices: their political rights and civil liberties, the gross national income (GNI)
and poverty of countries, the human development index [HDI) of countries, and
the freedom of information within a country. The term Third World' has been
initially used by Alfred Sauvy in an article published in 1952 For Sauvy and
others, the term Third Weorld is referred not only to the then decolonized
countries but also to the economically weak countries of the world, The term
was used to mean two separate, yvet linked, senses: poor economic development
position; and relatively unimportant place in  international politics.
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Prevelopmentally, the term Third Weprld sought to capture the economically
weak and underdeveloped postcolonial countries in comparison to the rich
countries of the first world. The term ‘South’ has been introduced by Willy
Brandt in 1980 while reflecting oen the conditions of poverty, lack of
development and low status of the countries belong to the Third World. Thus,
South served to highlight the unjust global economic order. The term South
broadly refers to the countries belong to Latin America and Caribbean, Asia,
and Africa. The term ‘North’ is basically referred to the developed countries of
North America and West Europe. In development literature, the North-South
dichotomy is often debated. It is viewed that the South is rich in resources
whereas the North is rich in technology.

A systematic and scientific understanding of the invention of
development dates back to the Enlightenment era, which is often considered as
a powerful intellectual and cultural movement that has vigourously promoted
the idea of progress, the significant revolutions — scientific, industrial and
French - that have produced material and ideological augmentations, and post-
World War Il — more aptly, after 1945 - the development discourse that has
invigorated the ‘development thinking' in order to address the pressing
problems and issues of the then newly decolonized countries. Thus, it is
rightly claimed that the foundation of development was laid during the age of
Enlightenment - the harbinger of progress - intensified by three mega
revolutions — precursors of the spread of science and technology and the
development of rational ideas - and fnally, culminated during post-Waorld War
Il - the War that gradually put to end the colonization and started to put
formally the foundation of the study of development of underdevelopment of the
newly decolonized countries, Therefore, the current lecture has made a critical
attempt in understanding the trajectory of development studies through two
major sections: development studies during Enlightenment era; and
development studies during post-World War [I. Needless to mention, such an
attenpt not only necessarily necessitates a systematic scrutiny, but also
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systematicplly sounds and sjmplifies the journgy of the idea of gdevelopment.
Thus, the proposed lecture attempts to unearth the innovative trajectory
including fascinating features of idea of development in each stage of its
development. In other words, the dominant objective of this lecture is especially
to outline the intellectual history of ‘development’ which has gained cnough
popularity soon after the World War 1L
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Pattamundai. Odisha, India

HHGF+276, Pattamundai, Odisha 754215, India
Lat 20.575292¢

Lang B6.573179°

2806722 11:05 AM

Pattamundai, Odisha, India

HHGF+BB2. Pattamundal, Odisha 784215 India

73326°
2 10054 am

Pattamundal, Odisha, India
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Lat 20675303
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