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Introduction

Thi¢ study is an attempt o show the Indian casie system m MulkRay Anand's novel
[ intonchabie. The study manly focuses on the lower caste people and their daly hfe. Thes study
intends to find out the way MulkRaj Anand has made an attempt to analvse how a lower caste
people treatedby a upper caste people. In this novel, MulkRay Anand has descnbed lower castc
people’s daily life and how they survive in a contemporary society, This study described mn a
tmditional view of o casle system in which the people of that societv are bom info certsin
catepories that determine thewr way of life , opportunitics and socinl customs. Caste may be based
on rehgious beliel or histonical influences |, ofien a combination of many factors in the way
sociotogists have hustoncally viewed the sdes of casie, & person will be expectied o stay n the
social catepory in which he borns. A person’s life circumstances is believed 1o be matier of destiny
in many caste system a higher power is séen s responsible for determining the caste of a person.

For a moment, imagine thal no matter how much vou educate and no matter how vou work,

because you have followed the contemporary society and caste system. Yon will be want fo marry

someone in the same category of people as vou. Society never changed and ignored the casie
sysiem, because of contemporary mindset
History of caste system

If a Hindu person were asked to explam the nature of the caste system, he or she might start
to tell ancient story of Brahma —the four-headed-four-handed deity worship as the crestor of the
UnIVErse,

According to ancient text known as the Rig-Veda, the division of Indian society was based
on Brahma and division manifestanon of four groups.

Pricsts and teachers were caste from his mouth. rulers and warmors from his amms,
merchants and traders from his thigh | and workers and peasants are from his feet




India’s caste svstems among the world's oldest form of surviving social stratification. The
system which divide’s hindu'sinto rigid hierarchical groups based on thewr karma (work) and
dharma {relimon) 18 generally accepled to be more than 3,000 years

Manusmriti | widely regarded to be at the most important and authontative book on Hindu
law and dating back to at least 7,000 vear before Christ was born “acknowledges and justifies the
casie system a3 the basic of order and rejulanty of society

The caste systemdivides Hindu into four main categones. Brahmins Kshatriyas , Vaishyas
and Shudras. Many belicve that the group was ongmated form of brahma , the god of creation .

The main castes were further divided into shout 3,000 castes and 25,000 sub castes, each
based on their specific occupation. Out side of the Hindus caste system were the cahoots, the
Dalit’s or the untouchable

India’s caste system is amonyg the world’s form of social stmtification surviving to this day.
The sysiem bestowed many privileges on the upper casies, while sanctionmg repression of the
lowsr caste’s by privilege groups

Despite the obstacles however |, some Dalit’s and other low casie Indian’s | such as BR
Ambedkar . who authored the Indian constitution , and R_K Maravan who become the nation’s first
Dalit president . have risen to hold prestigious position in Lhe country.

Historian's though , say, that until the 18" century , the formal distinctions of caste were of

limited important to Indians , social identities wene much more flexible and people could move

casily from one cast 1o another cast

Ancient India in the Vedicpenod (c. 1500-1000 be) did not have social strafification based
on socio-economic mdicators: rather citizens were classified according to their Vama or castes
Varna defincs the hereditary roots of a new bom . It indicates the color, types type order or classes
of people . Four principal categories defined Brahmin's, Kshatriyas , Vaishyas | Shudmas

The English word “caste” derives from the SpanishPortuguesecaste, which according to the
John Minsheu' &Spanish dictionary (1569) means “roce, lincage, tnbe or breed * when the




Spanish colonized the new world . They used the word 0 mean a “clean or lineage It was,
however, the Portuguese , who first employed “casta™ in the modern sense of the Fnglish word
‘caste” when they applicd 1t to thousands of endogamous |, hereditary Indinn social proups they
encountered upon their armval in India in 1498, The use of the spelling “caste™ with this laster
meaning 15 frst attesied m English in 1613

The origins of the caste system

According to one long -held theory about the origins of south Asian caste system, Arvans
from central Asia invaded south Asia and introduced the case systom as s means of controlling the
local populations. The Aryans defined key roles in society, then assigned groups of people to them
individuals were bom into worked married ate, and died within those groups, There was no social
mobility. Most scholars believed that there was no Arvan invasion from the north, In fact some
even believe that the Aryans - if they did exist — sctually originate in south Asia and spread from
there to Europe. Regardless of who the Aryans were or where they lived, it is gencrally agreed that
they did not single  handedly create south Asin, and case system.

Thus, it has been impossible o determine the exact origins of the caste system in south
Asia. [n the midst of the debate only one thing is certun. South Asian cast system has been sround

for several millenmiums, and until the second half of the 20 century, has changed very little during
all of that time

How does India’s caste system work ?

Indin’s caste syslem 15 a social structure that divides differemt groups imto ranked
catcgories. Members of “higher™ castes have a greater social statues than individuals of 8 “lower™
caste.Indian law prohubits discimination by caste, although caste identilics great significance at the

local level especially in relation 10 marriage . A survey 2005 found that only 11 per cem of
women had married a man of different coste.

The system appears to have had ancient roots . Sansknit texts from the second milkennium
B.C refers to be a practice of dividing individuals into social groups called “Vamas™-the term’s
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precise meaning is unclear . but is seem not only 10 sugpest classification but also color . The

Varne's, which are associated with early Hinduism are the first recorded manifestation of India’s
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® castesysiem. Four ponciple eases emerged | in descending order of prestige | the Brahmins | the
| - Eshatriyas , the vaishvas and the shudras myth holds that these groups were created from the
< mouth, arms | thighs | and fieet of an ancient character called Purusha
= 35 levels of Indian caste sysiem
|
-
I
3
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Vaishyas

¥

farmer,merchants

Shudra

\ 4

manual labors
Dalits

\ 4

Street cleaner,menial
tasks

Brahman: -single spiritual power thatHindus believe lives in every things

Kshatriya - second level of the Vama's in the Hindu cast system ; warmors
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Vishay's - 3rd class of the caste system (worker class, the leg’s of purasha suktaiSudra -
the lowest of the four classes of the caste sysiem | traditionally made up of servants and labors
Dalit -- another name are-harijona | umtouchable they are lowest of the low, did all of the

dirty jobs , still many of them today that are in homble living conditions.

More than 160 million people i India are considered “untouchabihity”. People tmined by
their birth imto o caste system that deems them impure | less than human.

Caste svstem in India

The caste system in India is the paradigmatic ethnogradic example of caste = |t has origins
m ancient India , and was transformed by various ruling elites in medieval , earlv-modern _and
modern India , especially the Mughal empire and the British raj. It is todey the hasis of educational
and job reservation in [ndin The caste system consist of two differeni concept ., Varna and jat
which may be regarded as different levels of analysis of this system

The caste sysiem as i1 exists today, is thought to be the result of developments during the
collapse of the Mughal era saw the nse of a powerful men associsted themselves with kings pricsts
and ascetics | affimning the regal and martial form of the caste idez and it also reshaped many
apparently castless social groups mio differentiated cast communities |

In 1948 | negative discrimination on the basic of cast was banned by law land further
enshnned in the Indian constitution however the system continues to be practiced in India with
devastaiing social effects

Caste-based differences have also been practiced in other regions and religions in Indian
sub-continents likeNepalese Buddhism , Christianity , Islam Judaism .and Sikhism. It has been
challenged by many reformists Hindu moments Islam . Sikhism , Christisnity und also by present-
day Indian Buddhism

Caste system shall continue to persist in India whatever be the visuahzation of policymaker
. Under the circumstance any attempl to derecognize castes will be only detrimental tom the
economic as well as educational future o0f those people who dare do 1. While our policy maker's
induige in this arrangement of reserved and unreserved categonies | also want (o encourage mter
caste mamages. They have recently announced that if a person from unreserved category marries
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person of reserved category the couple shall be rewarded with a cash meentive of fifty thousand
rupees. They expect to trigger such mix marmiage and through that dissolve that cast different .

in cnticize ., we sec some mier castc mamiages tnking place in spite  of resistance 10 such
marriages from the families concern but ai village level such inler cast mamage is iaboo . Many
such couples have been killed and mercilessly destroved by burming them alive by village chiefs
for not honoring the caste order.

T'his shows that the policy makers visualizations are not appreciated by these villages chiefs
as well as the society in general. There are other reasons for not accepting the policy of inter caste

marriage and we shall see them now

In India we have caste system and people are recognize from the caste they belong This
system becomes important due (o policy of the government to bring all citizens of the country on
par about their economic as well as educational status, In this the constitution has developed two
categones unreserved class and reserved class . Every caste allotted a category. That way all caste
are placed mn ether unreserved category or reserved catepory. This classification was developed
and confirmed when the constitution was enacted . Reserved class gives some benefits to the
people belonging to that class. Reserved class comprises four part and they are —SC (schedule cast)
JOBC (other backward class) , ST (schedule tribes) and OT (other tribes) . The benefits are in the
form of educational facility and employment opportunity, whereas unreserved class has no such
benefits un reserved class including ull those higher class castes that have been benefiting due 10
their special siatus in the society. That always afforded to them angry benefits in education und
financial opportumties in the past. Primarily this arrangements is applicable only to Hindu cast but
we see that groups of other religions also want to be benefit by similar arrangement and so, lately
they began fo demand parallel classificanon poor people from those religion.

The caste system, as it actually works in India is called jati . The term "jati"appears in
atmost all Indian kanguage and is related to the idea of lineage or kinship group, There are perhaps
more than 3 000 jatis in India and there is no one all Indian system of ranking them in order of
status .yet 1n each jocal area “jan” ranking cxist and is very much related to punty and pollution .
Fach jau has some unique job but not évervone in the jati performance it, thus there are barbers
who do not shave, carpenter who do not built | and Brahmins who do not act as a priest _ A jati




identified in a local sitting by whom it’s membes will accept food and water from and to which
jatl. Will give food and water .

— —-u-..-—l""

People will try to marry their sons and datghters to members of their same casies and will
give their major loyalty to their caste - A caste wall usually be organized into a brotherhood and
this organization carries out the business and oversees the working of the casie and has the power
1o exclude an offender from the casle

The caste sysiem i not static m which all groups stay in the same position. There 15
mobility in the system and jati have changed their position over the countrics of Indian hastory.

However the castes move up the social scale as a group and not as individuals.

A caste and improve 1t's position in the class system by advancing economically and

emulating social groups with money and power.

At the same time, a jati can also move up in the caste system hierarchy. Muobility in the
casie system has been termed “sanskntization™. By the scholar m.n snmivas . To gray position n
this prose’s , = lower caste will change it's name o onc of a higher caste . caste. adopt
vegetarianism , observe more orthodox religious practices , built a temple . And treat it"swomen in
a more conservative way. The types of emulation will depend on the habit of the dominant cast

" -

heings copied. If the cast can gain acceptance for its new name, new history, and new status it will

then marry it’s dnughters to members of the jati in which it is secking to gain membership .In due
time the new position on the social scale will be solidified and accepted by the other caste. This
practice is not totally unlinked that immigrant groups coming to Amenca amd copying that habats
of the wasps who were incontrol . In your old community you could probably wdentify the most
prestigions group of people and observe other members of the community copying thetr behavior
in ways such as sending their children to dancing classes an summer camps , and putting braces
on their leach.

L -

™ 3 of the caste s and il's t i iz
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® 2 India’s caste system weekend _but still influential . The caste system in India continues 1o

® have & strong impact on society India’s cast system , which splits of Hindus into different social
2 groups according to their work and barth | 15 thought by researches 1o go back some 3,000 years in

_. - the system Hindus are divides up into four classes based on the principle of *Varna™ which hterary

L - means “color” . The Brahmins (the priest class ) ;the Kshatriva (the ruling and wamor classes ),
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the vaishyas {the class of farmer | artisan and the sutras (manual workers ). There are also people
who fall outside the system _including the tribal people and Dalit's | previously known as
“umouchables™ although the term is somewhat comtentious

The concept of “Dalit” meamng “birth™ also underlines the caste sysiem and causes 11's

differentiation into thousands kinship that are difficult to define |

In recent times Dalit’s have been complaning for their nghts The system has led 1o the
cupper castes being privileged over the lower castes which were oflen repressed by those higher up
on the caste marnage was forbiddin, and in villages castes mostly hived separately did not share

amemines such as wells

The caste system was bolstered under the British ray , which appointed only upper caste
Hindus 1o senior positions and adminisirative jobs . During the 1920s, however protests led w the
colonial administration introducing a svstem of guotes under which a curtmin percentage of
povernment jobs where reserved for lower caste Hindus .

Significance of caste system and it's changing scenano in India. Through whit time, many
things have changed and so did the caste system. But still, it continues to play an imporiant role in
the major events of life ke marriage and religious | worship . In India | there are many places
where shudras are still not allowed to enter the temple or do any kind of puja . Whereas Kshatriva
and vaishya castes empoy full nghts regarding this

The caste system becomes problematic when it s used for ranking the somety as well as

when it leads to uncqual access (o natural as well as man made into this.

In per - as well as post - mdependence era, many movements and governmental action took
place to eradicate cast based inequahtics in India - In order 1o develop a postive altitlude towards
lower caste, Gandhiji had stated usmg the word “Hanjan™ {god &people ) for lower casle people
But this term was not universally accepted. He also encouraged incorporating lower casic persons
into reforms rather than crepting a separate groups for the same purpose.

Before some month more than 500,000 people in Indian prime minister Naredra Modi's
home state of Gujarat took to the streets to protest what they saw as the unfairness of India’s caste

L




system , bul not for the reason you would expect . Rather, members of the afTlvent patel caste were
demonstrating about the reservation, system guaruntees povernment job to members of minority
communities, arguang thal they are bewng unfasrly chewed out of opporiunities and deserved thesr
own reservation. Afier the leader of the protests, 22 years old hardy Patel , was amested the
protested tumed unruly - nine people were killed in violent elashes | more were injured and curfew
instipated .

The fact that the issues of caste is more once again of pohitical significant has more 10 do
with the fight 10 end extreme poverty than you would think.

A caste syeiem is n way of dividing of a socicty into differently ranked tiers of people
Although much of the caste system was defined by early Hindu scriptures the system becomes
what we know it as woduy under colonial rule. Lower castes were denied aceess to basic healtheare
and education and often shunned entirely from socicty, left to do josh considered *unclean’ such as
waste disposal, twilet cleaning and cremation. Dalit's |, also known as “unfouchable” whe were
considered to be outside of the caste system |, suffered particularly badly under this svslem stones
abound of “untouchable children being spat on and force to bathe in the same water as animal

Higher caste children are finding it very difficult to get job that they previously would have

potien casily. 5.C and ST, Applying for povernment position don’t need 1o achieve as hagh prade
as those from higher castes thereforefostering feeling of frustration and resentmemt

The caste system divides the whole society into segments or associations - In the socicty

there pre several groups and sections and the people associnted with these groups and associations

care more for therr own castes than for the community as a whole.

Hierarchy -

The caste system is always characterized by a hierarchal arrangement which implics that
there are some caste which are considered superior 10 the others. Membership in the cast higrarchy
13 based on barth and is more or less fixed.




In the caste system _ there are several restriction on interaction The members of one caste

cannol mix or move freely with the membesship of the other casic.

Socisl and religious disabilities -

In a rigid caste system the members of a higher casle impose certain disabilibes and
restriction on olher castes as well as on themselves . A shudra can not even touch an individual
belonging to a higher caste. They are not allowed even to go tothe temple and worship there . They
arc not cven 1o permit to study religious book ote.

Imposition of i on commensality -

These refers to the restriction on eating and drinking . “pacha” and “kachena” . The kachcna
food can be sccepled only forma person of ones own caste or of g higher caste .

The idealogy of purity and pollution -

The gradation of casies is based on the notion of mual purity, The higher cast are belicved
to be pure and less polluted

The lower castes are regarded as less pure and more polluted. Punty and lack of punty
bears no direct relation to physical purnity. Ritual purity is denved from the caste ideology that
human beings are born 1o & high or low caste in accordance with.

Restriction on marriage :-

In caste system the principles of endogamy is sinctly followed. Thal means, mamage

within the own caste on sub caste is purity followed

Restricted choice of choice of oceupation

Occupation is fixed at the time of birth and the members of a caste are forced to follow the

occupation of that caste .
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1. It cremted a false sense of a presuge among higher castes:-
The higher castes believed that they had the monopoly of the wisdom = They felt that all
other castes should consult them and work for them this created a wide gulf between the higher and

lower castes

2. I resulted treacherv and the unlimited fall of Hindu

In a traditional caste - ndden society . the shudras were fully aware that they could not
prosper in the Hindu society . As a result | at the time of invasion by outsiders . some of them
lcaked out the strategic secrets to them . They also cooperate with the invadery instead of their own
people. Their treachery ultimately became responsible for the fall of the Hindu .

It hampered national development -

Under the caste system only a few pot the scope to control the national life and the others
were engaged n serving the higher castes , like the Brahmins and the Kshatrivas

in the nabonal intcrest 1t is essentinl that all the sections of the social welfane . but the
downtrodden section did not have any voice in national developments and advancement

It resulted in suppression -

I the caste system the lowar caste was suppressed and repressed by the higher castes. The
shudras were very ill-treated and they were not they were not allowed to come 10 the public places
even their shadows were considered profane by the higher cast people

Inter-diming and inter-mixing with the lower caste was not allowed. Thus the system was
solely based on exploitation of lower castes

It stood against democracy .-
The caste system ran contrary to the democracy presupposes human equality, but the cast

system believed in inequality and there was o hicrarchical armngementwherein the Brahmins were
al the top, where's the shudras were at the Towest rung of the leader



It lundered national unity -

The caste system developed parochmnl feeling and made the people unduly conscious of
their own castes. Many a time caste interests were given priotity over national imterest . Thus the

whaole system stood against the very concept of national umty
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Hevplution of Indizn novel

A major name among Indian English writers in 20™ century was MulkRaj Anand He wasa

torchbearer of the 20® century progressive wriler movement He had drafied the first manifestation
of the literary association along with Raja Rao R_K Marayan and Ahmed Al Anand s considered
one of the proneers of Indian wrting in English

His works attempied to capture the language of the colomal masters.

The novel of nincteenth century were writlen at a time when there was confidence and
stability in Britishsociety . But the twenbeth century novel are mfluenced by the changes i beliefs
and politcal ideas after the events of first world war and the disappearance of the British empire
this chunged can be nobced 1f we look at the works of the two writers . who gre nol so far from
others in torms of time

August Wilson -his novels present a picture of modem (wentieth century life and 1t's
problem . But he uses the traditional form of novel . His novels coninin various siars of characters,
but all of them belong 0 his carlier collection, are satincal and express moral judgments indirectly
His Anglo-Saxon attitude 15 about a listoran life who is compelled by some ovent to tell the tuth
His another novelThe Middle age of Mrs Eliot is about & woman’s life who makes her life famihar
with the outside world around her | in spite of the family’s suggestion to live a lonely life afler her
hushand

Rodvard Kipling :-

He was bom and brought up in India . He spent most of his adult life there when it was
under the mule of the Britishempire, In hus best works. The jungle book and Kim he has written with
greal confidence sbowt Indian wildlife, Britisharmy , navy jpower and glory of the empire . At this
time the power and influcnce of the BrishEmpire was at its height. Kipling wrote with the hope
that the beliel and values of his stonies are accepied and shared completely by this reader




He used the traditional forms of the novel , but with realistic presentation of the details of
the characters most of his novel are set in the five towns, the center of English poctry industry _his
novel deal with the lives of the same sort of people of the industnal society . They present the dull
and difficult picture of hife . His famous novels include clavhanger . Hilda less ways and these
ain.

. M.Forster :-

Forster wrote novels a short time leader than Kipling . He held the different view of India
and the British empire. The main theme of his novels are human relationship Howard's End
explores the relation between mward feeling and outward behavior,

He becamelndia’s first noble laureate i literature . In contempomary Indian hterature,
there are two major literary awards ; these are the sanitvacadermic fellowship and the janpitha
award . F1ght jnanmith swards each have been awarded in Hinds and kannads | followed by five in
Bengali and Malayalam | feluge and wrdu |, two each in assamese and tapil . and one in sanskrit .

MulkRay Anand -

MulkRaj Ansnd along with other writers of his time including R K. Narayan and Rajas Rao , arc
considered 1o be the pioneers  of Indian-English fiction . Angered by anindia where the caste
system was still ngpdly prevalent he based most of his work on the lives of people in the so-called

lower casies . His first major work (htouchable (1935) | is based on a single day in the life of a
toiletl cleaner who has an encounter with o member of & higher caste . His other major works,
mcluding Across the Black Water (19393 Coohe (1936), and The Big Hean (1945) | are all
critically acclaimed and central to the history of [ndian literatune

R Namvan -

vou will rmrely meet an Indian who has not spent a decent share of their childhood reading about
and trying to picture hife n the fctonally town of Malgudi |, a creanon of R K Naravan that is
featured in some of his most famous books | inchuding Swami and Friends (1936) and Malgudi




Days (1942) . He is among the first Indian novelists inEnglhish to gather & global relanonship

dramatically changing the literary scene in the country .

Anita Desa

Having been shortlisted for the booker prize on occasions,Anita Desai is a wellknown and
celebrated writer in Indian English literature . Her most famous works are post partition novel
Clear light of Day (1980) . In custody { 1948) which was adopied imo an award winning film in
1993 andThe village by the Sea ( 1982) for which she won guarding children’s ficton prize

Ehuswant singh -

This famous Indian writer , journalist lawyer and politician has panned what is one of
the most essential read in 20" century Indian literature Train to Pakistan (1956) . This historical
novel recalls the partition of India in august 1947 , with a focus on tot's human foll unlike few
other pecounis have managed . Among other wellknown and criically acclaimed books panmed by
sign are | shall not hear the Nightingale (1959), Truth Love, and a Iittle Malice (2002) Delha - a
novel {1990) and The Company of Women | 999)

Arundhati oy -

The god of small things { 1997) | arundhati roy’s debut noved | did not just winthe booker prize | but
also became the biggest selling book by a non-expatriaielndian author . Roy’s known for her strong
pohitcal siances and commentary, 15 ome of the most followed writers 1n comtemporary
Indiatoday. Her works also include several collections of essays including Talk (2003 and
Copitalism :a ghost story (2014)

Vikram seth -

This Kolkats-born acclaimed novelist and poet has suthored several books micluding the renowned
A Suitable Boy (1993), This book is one of the longest novels ever published in a single volume

mEnglish Isnguxpe




Jhumpn Lahim -

The Interpreter of Maladies | this is a2 collection of nine stories by Lahin . The stones ane
based on lives of Indians and Indian Amernican who are lost between the two cultures

The book was published in 1999 and won the Pulitzer prize for hiction ond the

Hemingway foundation award in the year 2000 and has sold over fifteen million copiesworldwide

Indian English literature alsp referred to as Indians writing in English , is the body of work
by writer i India who native or co-native language could be anc of the numerous languages ol
India = It's earliest history began with the works of the Madhusudan Dt followed by
R K Narayan MulkRa; Anand and Raja Rao who coninbuted to Indian fichon in the 19305 1t 1
also associated with the works of members of the India dizsspora who are of Indian descent

It is frequently referred o as indo-Anglian literature . As a category |, this production comes
in the broader realm of posicolomal hiterature — the production from previously colomized countries
such as India .

Indian Fnglish literature has a relatively recent hastory |, being only one and 2 half countries
old . The first book written in Indian English was the travels of Dean Mahomet |, a travel narrative
by Sakilean Mabomed | pubbished in England in 1794 In us early stages | Indian English
litcrature  was influenced by the western novel. Earlyindian writers used English unalteratad by
India words to convey an expenence which was essentially Indian.

Bankim Chandrs Chattopadhayay | 1838-1894) wrote Rajmohan’s Wife and published m the
186411 is the first Indian novel writicn  English Raja Rao, (1908-2006) the Indian philosopher
and writer , authored Kanthapura and The Serpent and the Rope | which are Indian in term of their
sloryielling qualities Kisari Mahan Ganguh translated the Mahabharata imio Fnghsh | the only time
the epic has ever been translated in it"s entirely into a European language . Rabindranath Tagore
{1B61-1914) was the first Indian awbor 1o win a literary award in the united states

Nirad Choodhury  (1897-1999) a wnter of noafichion 15 best known for las the
Autobiography of an Unknown Indian ( 1951) th winich he relaies his lifi experience and influences
. . Lal {1929-2010) o poct . tmmslator, pubhisher and essayisi founded a press m the 1950s for
Indian Englishwriting Ram Nath Kak (1917-1983) | kashmiri veterinarian . wrote  his
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autobiogrmphy Autumn Leaves | which s ope of the mast vivid portruat  of hife m 0 century
Kashmir and has become a sort of a classic

Among the later writer’s, the most notsble is Salman Rushdie , bomn n India and now living in
U.S. A Rushdie , with his famous work “Midnights Children™ (booker of bookers 1992 and best of
the bookers prize 2008) ushered 10 a new trend of wniting . He used a hybnd language ~ English
generously prepared with Indian lerms —to convey a theme that could be seen as representing the

vast canvas of India . He wsually caiegories wnder the magic realism mood of wotng most

famously associated with GabrielGarciaMarquez
NavantaraSchgal was one of the first female Indian writers in English to receive wide recognition
Her fiction deals with cngendered by political change . She was awarded with Sahitya Akademy
Award for her novel Rich like Us{ 1985)

Ruskin bond received Sabrtva Akademi Award for s collection of shon stones Our Trees
still grow in Diehra in 1902 . He is also the writer of a historical novel Fights of Pigeons , which is
based on an episode during the Indian rebellion of 1857

Ancther writer who has contributed immensely to the Indian Englich literature is Amitay
(rhosh, who 18 the author of The Circle of Reason (his 1986 doubt novel) The Shadow Lines
( 1988), The CalcuttaChromosome ( 1994) , The Glass Palace (2000) , The Hungry Tide (2004)
and Sea of Poppes (2008) | the first volume of the ibis trilogy set in the 1930s , just before the
opium war , which encapsulmtes the colonials history of the east

Rohinton Mystery is an Indian born Canadian author who is a peustadt inlernabional prize for
hteratwre laureate (2012} His first book Tales from Firsthag (1987) published by penguin books
canada is a collection of 11 short stories . His novel such as AJourmey (1991) and A Fine Balance
{ 1995) carned him great acclaim .

Shashi Tharoor , in s bookThe Great Indian Novel (1989) | follows 2 storvtelling mood as
the Mahabharats drawing his ideas by going back and forth in time .

Vikram Chandra is another author | who shuffies between India and united sistes and has
receive critical acclaim for his first novel Red Earth and Pouring Rain (1995) and collection of
short stories Love and Loving in Bombay (1997)

In 2008 Arvind Adiga recerved the man Booker Prize for his debui novel The White Tiger




(MULK RAJ ANAND - BIOGRAPHICAL SKETCH )

MulkRaj Anand was bom on 12 December]1 905 inPeshawar , India (now in Pakistan )
dies Seplember 28 2004 pune

His father Lalchand was a cooper-smith soldier and his mother Ishwar Kaure

From an early age MulkRaj Anand was pained by this problems of Indian society that
stemmed froin the issues of religion and caste

He began o write from early voung age, Some of his carly works were inspired by the
love he had for a Musiim girl who was unfortunately already married . He was also angered by the
smcide of a relative who have been ostracized for sharmg food with a Mushim these event mspired
to him to event his frustration throughoutwords .

He wont to Khalsa College in Amritsar and then to the University of Punjab from where
he graduated in 1924 . While ai the college he become involved in the Non-co-operation
movement in (921 mnd was impnsoned for a short while . There after he weni 1o University
College London ua a scholarship before enrolling at the Cambridge University . He eamed his PH.D
in 1929

He became a writer i English language as English language publisher were more open
to publish the kind of themes he wrote on | His writing career began in Englandwhere he used to
work on short revicws in T.5.Eliot's magnaine Criterion duning the 19305 and 1940s = He was very

active in politics and spoke regularly al the mectings of Indialeague which was founded by
K rishna Menon

Over this period he became acquainted with some  Intellectuals such as
BertrandRusscll, Michael Foot and authors like Henry Miller and GeorgeOrwell etc. He was deeply




influenced by M. K.Gandhi . His first novel "Umicuchable”™ was published by the Bntish firm , wish
art in 1935 . The story was about a day in the life of Bakha, a boy who was o become a todet
cleaner jast because he belongs to the untouchable casic

The novel was seen as a poignoani reminder of the atrocibes of the caste system in Inda .,

In 1935 | he played an mmportant role in founding of the progressive writers *
association in the London along with writers Sajjad Zaheer and Ahmed Al

His heart wrenching novel “Two Leaves an a Bud * (1937) again dealt with the way the
lower cast people are exploited in India. it was the story of a poor peasant | who is brutally killed
by a British officer who tnies to rape his daugheer .

He joined the inlermational bridge in the Spanish civil war in 1937 . As a socialist , he
wrote numerous articles and essay on Marxism , fascism |, Indian independence and other political

FRRIES

in 193% he began lecturing in lierature and philosophy at the London country Council
Adult Education Schools and the workers Educanional Association where he taught till 1942

In 1939 he wrote “The Village “which was the first pan of the trilogy that wood include
the novel” Across the Black Waters “(1940) and “The Sword and the Sickle™ (1942). The inlogry
was about a rebelhous adolescent and his experience i the world war-1

Throughout the 1930s and 1940s, he divides his time between London and India ~ At

bath places be was involved m politics - he was associated with the British labor party as well as

the Indian national congress.
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Anand worked a5 a broadcasier and script writer m the film division of the BBC in
London dunng the world war -2 . He retumed o Indisafler war . He founded the fine aris
magaane , “Marg™ m 1946, He spent the next several vear from 1948 1o 1966 teaching at vanious
umversities during the 1960s he served as Tagore - professor or literature and fine art at University
of Pumab .

He served as the fine art chairman ot Lalii Kala Akademi from 1963 w0 1970 . He also
become president of Lokavat Trust in 1970 .

He met actress Kathleen Van Geldur in London and the couple married in 1938 . Their
unicn produced a doughter . The marnage however unraveled at all the couple divoroed m 1948
In 1950 he marmed Shinn Vapibdar, a classical dancer .

Ome of the first India writers i the English langusge w0 make 2 murk on the
miernational scenano MulkRajAnand was an author with hundred hinovels, shont stories and
cssays o s name . Considered a ploneer of the Anglo- Indian fiction, he is best remembered for
s depiciion of the poorer class of people in India and their plight

His writings arc rich with the realistic and touching portraval of the problems of the
common man . Ofien writien with heart wrenching clarity MulkRay Anand was much familiar wath
the problems of the poorer section himself The son of a cooper simith , he had witnessed cruelties
of ummaginable horrors unfold before his own eves all that stemmed from the caste svstem that
loomed over India like a malignant curse

He was an avid learner and went 1o Cambridge or higher education where he became
actively mvolved in politics . He later returnéd to India to campaign for the cause of India’s
independence. A hold and cutspoken writer, he exposes several of India's evil practices through
hiswritings. He was a prolific wniter and authored & great number of works Most of them were a
commentary on the social structure of his tume. He is an Indian novelist, short-story writer and ant
cntic who was among the first writers to reader Punjabi and Hindustanisdioms intoEnglish

MulkRay Anand draw a realistic and sympathetic portrait of the poor of his country . Anand who
was the founding member of the Indian progressive writers' Association has been regarded with
Rajs Rooand KK Narayan as one the “founding father” of the Indian English novel




He described Bakha's chamacter on his novel [ fwenchablz. Bakha is outcasie unclean
gighteen vears boy proud “strong and able-bodies = 2 child of modemn India |, who was staned 1o
think himself as superior to his fellow outcaste . Along with the novelist and short story writer
munshi premchand ( 1880-1936) Anand was involved in formang daint Iilerature | used to refer 1o
the “umiouchable™ castles sects of Indin . In 1930s and 19405 Anand divide his ime between
lterary London and Gandhi's india | but he also fought with the republicans in the SpanishCivil
War , where he met GeorgeQOrwell

During the 1970s he worked with the intemational progress orgamization on the 1ssuc
of cultural zelf-awarencss among nations . His contnbution to the conferénce of the imernational
progress organization m Innshrock in 1974 had a special infloence on debates that later became
known under the heading of the “Dralogoe among Crvilizations™

Anand also delivered a series of lectures on eminent Indians meluding Mahoima
Gandhi, Jawahariz]l Nehru | and RabindranathTagore, commemorating their aclievements and
sigmiicance and paying special atiention 1o therr disunct brands of bumamsm .

"The Private life of an Indian Prince” 15 autobiographical in the manner of the rest of
his subsequent ocuvre . In 1950, Anand embarked on a project 1o wrile a seven par-auiobiography
titled “Seven ape of Man ™ of which he has only able to complete four parts beginming i 1951 with
Seven Summes | followed by Moming Face “Confession of a Lover “ and “ Bubble * |

Anand was a lifelong socialist . His novels attack vanous aspects of Indian’s social
structure a5 well as the legaov of British rule in India; they are comsidered important social
statemenis as well as literary anefacts. Anand himsclf was steadfast in his believe that politics and
literature remained inextricable from one another

Afler the war Anand retorned tolndia |, partly because his marringe was ending and
partly due 10 the new fiqure in the independent India . He siaved in Lahore for a year , and made
then Bombay his permanent hometown and center of activity . In 1946.he founded fine arts

magnanes "Marg"at the advice of Anil de Silva , a young journzhist from Bangalore . Aml was also
a founder member of the Indian peoplesTheatre Association, Breaking her promise , W marry um
and mamying a French man , with whom she went 1o Pans | Anand  sulfered a aervous breakdown
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and was nursed back o bealth by a Greek dancer . From their suggestion Anand wrote™Private life
of an Indian Prince (1953) in which he focused more on human psyche and personal struggle than
on class conflicts . The story had its origin in the betraval. From 1948 to 1966 .Anand taught m
Indian Universities . He became a dircetor of Kutun publisher and was busy in attending or
organizing many natonal and international conference.

The work “Seven ages of Man™ was inspired by line from Shakespeare™s play "As you
like it  “All the world’s a stuge /and all the men and women merely players +/ they have their exist
and their entrances 2/ and one man in his time plays many parts , / his act beings seven ages

His selected works:-
= Persian Painting (1930)

Cumes , and other Indian Dhshes 1932
The Big Heart 1945
The Lost Chald . 1934
The Golden Breath 1933
Letiers on India, 1942
The Story of India . 194%
* Seven Summers . The story of an Indian Childhood 1951
india in Color . 1958
Inshan ki Kaham 19356

His major works

Ulmtosichable | 1935 . Which tells the story of a bov Bakha . who is destined to
become a toilet cleaner just because of his caste . The plot revolves around what

happens when he meet an upper caste man and encounters atrocities,
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= In 1939 he wrole “The Village™ .
= The novel “Across the Black Waters (1940),
And “The Sword and the Sickle™ ( 1947)
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Award and the Achicvemenis

He was honored with the PadmaBhusan in 1967 for his vast contnbution
towards the field of Iterature and education
e won the Sahitya Academy Award for lus novel “The Mormng Face™
{1968 )

* |ntermationsl Peace Prize (1953)

Seven Sumaners { 1951,
Morming Face { 1968)

Conversation in Bloomshury (1981}
Pilpali Sahah (1851)

While decply commitied to the cause of social change, Anand was also aware ol the
aesthetic expenence of hilerature and therefore very rarely did his work descend mito didacticism

Afier " Uniouchable” Anand published vanious novels on different social ssues that plagued
Indian society . The British government banncd one such nove!l Two leaves and a Bud" The
storyfollows the trial of an Enplish planter gfter he murdered his Coolic , who was trying to cvent
prevent the planter from raping to prevent the planter from raping his daughter . A Bntish jury
eventually accuits the planter

MulkRaj Anand was in London when most of his navels were published . When he asked

about the stark realism i his works.Once, he had said “T could writc in the language of the people
because [ lived in my hrother’s village.™

Post-independence, be became severely disillosioned by the direction in which the country
was going and this contineed to be a key vaice of cribcism i s works

On the Hmdy revivalist movement m 1992 . Anand  wrole | “Hinduism as a2 cosmic
religion was a tremendous achievements of mankind |, but unforiunately find its degradation in the
recent communal conflct over Rama Janma Bhoomi temple and the Babn Mosgue
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Forever the best and famous wiiter MulkRaj Anand who wrote many novels short story
and poctry and for his nch collection of words and the substantial role he played in Indian’s
iterary socio-political spheres. Anand received the intcrnational peace prize for the world peace
council , Sshitya AkademyAward . and the Leverhulme fellowship. Among other awards and
accolades always MulkRa Anand is remembered for his seventy-five-years long literary carcer
that mirrors the trajectory of Indian search for a just , equitable and progressive socicty .

MulkRa) Anand passed uway at the age of 98 on 28th September 2004 after a long battle

with cancer . He has lcft behind 2 legacy of tolerance, seculurism and social justice, and the
celebmation of the human life self
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CHAPTER 4

1 Irtonchable® 15 2 novel by MulkRaj Anand published in 1935 . This novel revolves
around the argument for eradicating the caste system. The novel “[imtonchuble * 15 an ape old
injustice by the raditonal Hindu socicty 1o the antouchable Anand has artstically portrayed the
harsh reality of the Hindu society which was divided into vanous pigeonholds. And the novel is
the realistic picture of . In 1932 and 1933 | Gandhi went to seveml facts W0 compel his fellow
Hindus to treat these “untouchable™ as spintual and social equals. He refused 1o use the term
“untouchable™ replacimg 11 with “Harjan™ (child of god ) on 2 tour of southern and eastern Indm.
According to Gandhiit is the clear duty of sanatanists to denounce the disabilities in the severest
possible language and join hands with the reformers in protecting Tarijans from  humiliation
heaped upon them under the sanction of religmous custom.

MulkRa) Anand's " [nronchable™ firstpublished in 1935 | was written agamst the backdrop
of Gandhi's campaigzn of these year . The Mahatma himself make a cameo appeamnce in the novel
*[intoachabie®™ Tt bronght to him mmmense populanty and preshge.

In this novel, We can see the realistic picture of society. In the novel, Anand has portrayed
a picture of "untouchable” who suffered many things because of s lower caste. There are also
other characterssuffered because of their lower casle This novel desenbed the evil of
untouc habality 1n India and also records the expenence of an eighteen vears old sweeper boy |

Problems of untouchability is steel prevalent in the society and MulkRaj Anand through
his novel "Untonchable” brings to light the somow and suffenngs that high caste hindu inflicted on
the untouchables |

Indian caste system and upper class people made many rule and regulation for lower caste
people , and this rule and regulation for lower casie people cremied a distance between society and
lower caste people. A lower caste people suffer many problems in lus life  because of caste svstem

In this text MulkRay Anand not only inlks about Bakha and s problems, and other
chamcters problems . He concerned evervone (0 chanpe themr thinkings, © change technotogy, o
change attitede and, change the relimonthese routes remain necessary |, but still now people




Bakha's colony was a group of low caste that clustered together in two rows. A brook ran near than
tane once with mit and clear water Now all dirty things were in this waier | Dhrty of the public
latrines situated about 1. The bad smell of the animals dead body left to dry on its bank, the dung
of donkeys _ sheep horses .cows and buffaloes heaped in the brook. The absence of a dminage
system had through the rams and various seasons made the quarter a marsh which guve out the
most stink smell. All together the rampart of human and animal refuse tha lay on the outskirts of
this hule colony and the ugliness. This dirty things made i uncongenial place 1o five in

Bakha a sweeper boy had been working in the barrackes of a British regiments for some vear and

he saw there a tummies had treated hirm 85 & human being and a low caste peopic had been treated
like as tummies

Bakha lived m a uncongemial home and one day he lad halfawake in the moming . covered by a
wom out greasy blanket on a field blue carpet which was spread on the floor in @ comer one
roomed mud house . His sister slept on & cot next 1o him and his father and brother snored from
under a patched cohere coloured quit on a broken sitting bed. The mght had been cold as they
alwiys arc in the town of Bulashah , as the diys are hot both during winter and summer He shept
with his day clothes on the sharp , bitter wint that blew from the book at down had penetrated to his
skin , past the madequatc blanket = Through the regulation overcoat , brecches putiees and
ammumition boots of the military uniformed that clothed on his side . But he did not mind Very
much eold because of he sacrificed a comfort for the what he called” fashun® by which he

understood the art of wearing trousers | coal pufices boots eic. |, as worn by the British and Indian
soldier in India |

Bakha noticed that his friends Chota and Rama( haran part of the Englishman man on one side
wore a pair of shorts at hockey and smoked cigareties like them. Bakha had very strong desire to
study. He ofien in the space of the time tried 1o feel how it folt read, even he started his primer

English . But his self-education did not goes longer , also he ready to hire babu's son in order 1o
give him lessons in the evening

While Bakha poing to sweep market. roads and temple courtyard on this way buvs four
annas of sweetmeat then speculation eight annas my pocket , he said 0 himself He dare to
buy some sweet but then he thought if his futher come to know that he spendall annas for
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sweet then he know he will Kill him He fears of his father because his father all time abuse
him that thing he thought and hesitated.

But he suid to himself that " | have only one life to live - = let me taste of the sweet | who
knows , lomorrow | may be no more ~ He said this line because not every time he spend
much rupees | and buy sweets , enjoy this life , every time he works for his family and
fulfill his dream . In this time Bakha being an untouchable to avoid pollution by tough the
confectioner throws the pocket of jallbi fike a cricket ball for Bakha to catch . and said 1o |
keep side the road to Bakha and called him 2 low Caste vermin , and sad many things
because Bakha did not announced he is low caste boy and touched him Touchof Bakha the
confectioner bocame defiled , and took a bath to purify himself . Then he started shuse
many things because Bakha polluted his mew dhoti Bakha stood amazed and became
cmbrassed . He was deal and dump His senses were paralveed for fear of humlity and
servility . He was used 1o being spoken to roughly | but he felt some time people gathered
around Bakha to know what the uproar was all about . The crowd which pressed around
him looked without pity for him .~ When Lalla was tiredat shouting a1l Bakha | he gave a
sharp . clear slap for him as a punishment for his * damned imprudence ”  and Bakha ran
away like 2 dog .

After some time Bakha realized with shock his social position, He is in the cves of the world
an 'untouchable’ . He realized the wickedness of the society in which be is placed . After the
excruciating experience aof touching in the market Bakha wenmt to sweep the temple
courtyard. He was filled with the fear of some unknown and mysterious effect on him as he
emiered the courtyard of the temple because the ‘untouchable'are not aflowed to enter in the

premises of lempie

MulkRaj Anand successfully showed how untouchable are not accepted m the socicty and
Hi-treated by other upper castes people. Bakha surveved the beap of dust and leaves which
he had come toclear . He threw the bucket and the broom on ground and ready to start a job

He sow 8 small temple with the beautiful image of a snake, He was shghily affaid by
seeing the snake but his fear vanished when he saw the Brahmin worshiping it and he did
mﬂkmwwhmth:umﬂﬁnrnmchnnﬁug‘mn.rMJﬁhﬁmm . sn Krishna |
hey hanuman jodha | kali mm
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Hakha told about s father that he always keeps abusing him. He 15 afraid of the sepoys .
But he is happy when they call him jamjadar . He just poes 1o outside for getting salam
from everybody butBakha doa't take beaat so his father sbuscs him  Bakha szid his father
15 old , be does not know about of the sahibs Every moming Bakha got up and started his
dng.rm‘ﬂihi::f&ﬂmrsnﬂuuum.ﬂulhmmnmmmgwcmhulluhismhﬁ'!ﬁ:am.md
remember about his mothers.He woke up early moming becauschis mother had habituded
him . She used to give him a boiling hot mixture of water | teu. leaves and milk from
stcaming carthen saucepan that always lay balanced on the two Bricks with space  in
bcrm:mmmmﬁrcplmcinammufﬂmrum-:mnihm.itmsﬁaduligmf'ul.Thc
taste of thai hot sugary liquid that Bakha's mouth always watered for it on the might before
the morming on which he had to drink it Bakha wanted comfort and lysurious lifie and they
tex , seey, delightful breakfast and beamtiful clothes

One morning Havildar Charat Singh, a small thin man | necked expect for a loin -cloth |
stood ovtside with a small brass jug in his left hand , 2 round white cotton scull-cap on his
head . a npair of wooden sandals on his feet And be 15 a famous hockey player of the
38"dograst reyiment . He was shouted on Bakha because not cieaned the Iatrines = But
Bakha managed this situation and ready to clean the latrines for him . His job was dirty he
remained comparatively clean. He did not even soil in his sleeves | handeling the
commands sweeping and scrubbing them

Havildar Charat Singh was 2 good and kind-heartedman He fiht the pain of Bakha . when
Hakha had cleaned the tatrines . Charat Singh took toBakha micely and gave him a hockey
stick . because he knew thal boy played the game very well Then Bakhasmiled . the smile
of a slave ovenjoyed at the condescension of his master more akin 10 pride than to happinesy

Here, Anand define different religions through Bakha's latrines job . When Bakha cleaned
all the latrines Then men came one after another towards the latrines. Most of them
werellindus nacked . except for loin cloth | brass jups in hand and with the sacred thread
twisted round their left cars | Then came & Mohammed, who wore a long white cotton tunic
and baggy trousers holding & big copper kettle in his hands Some people visited the
latrines and who alrcady visited the katrines they scrubbing their kettle with clay in the side
of the brook, nrﬂndmhmhingm:mn;ufﬂmaltlm.Haﬁmnﬁungﬂuirhmdn,
with & earth . wishing their feet , their face , brushes with twigs . rinising their mouths and




garghng wio the stream. Bakhs had been ashamed of the Indian way of performing
aholitions Bakhs knew that English people dislikc them and remembered & sahib said 1o
Indian “Kala admi zamin par hagne wals™. ButBakha had been ashamed at the sight of
sahib running naked 1o their tub bath but he knew that sahibs whatever did was this 15
calied “faghun™

&

After he imished his work he felt thirsty. The edges of his lips were drv. He moved toward
th:dmrnfhishut.l—hsﬂurﬂyhnﬂm:mummngultmnwd the room . He wanted
WaITher burlh:rei:mwamintlmhsﬂﬂﬂfﬂiﬂ.ﬂm&hirﬁpickmwilrpﬂchﬂ.
poised it casily on her head and ran fast to her brother for water The outcastes were not
.Eﬂnwn:lmmmmlhmmmmmm““hxmulfdwmﬁﬂmdmwmlﬂ
Fn.‘m|t.ﬂ1:Hmdu5uflhcdnEtLq:5nﬂmmddmm:derutmmlhﬂm11hey
allowed scoess to the nearby brook for their use They had no well of their own because i
mmimmnlmmrdrupmm:ﬁguuciimy.ﬂahuymmuﬂulmh.'nmwm
pﬂu{:-h:“mnulliluwudmuu]ihulcbpﬂdmsupeﬂw}ﬁrdumt&mmm:mn
ﬂwﬁm.&mmiiilﬂumhpmphmmth:wﬁuummmw?lh:mwilhplenly
of fresh water every moming for their bath and kitchen. But the outcaste had to wait for
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.i chl.me:uhnngmmsmﬁmmmm,rnrluctmdmﬂ:ﬂmlh:mkhﬂ,ﬂwfm
.@l 1o ordain that he had time to get their pitchers filled with water

o

.'i When Sohini reached the well for the water there were already ten other outcaste waiting
f for water but there was no one to give them water she had come fast 10 the well | with full
o nrlhunudﬂumuldsuﬁmadmmum“uﬂmdyamudmunilhm:

turn. She felt in his brothers soul Tle was tried and thirsty. She had felt like a mother |

Gulabo , the washerwoman, the mother of Ram Charan, her brother's friend had observed
Sohini'd approach . She was fair , middle age woman in her vouth have been beautiful but
now her fice covered with wrnkles and she wes o hussy woman. She thought she is a
supenior to every outcast bocause she clarmed a high place in the hierarchy of the castes
among the low castes. She was jealous of the sweeper girlSohini because Sohoni is more
beautiful than her So Gulsbo hated the every sight of her and sbused her and said “go back
10 home = there 15 no one 10 give you water here
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Lﬂnuhup.vmﬂinsilmummummmﬂwhm:ﬁmnﬁingthjnihcgtuh:mlhr
water . But he passed by without heeding the request of the Sohani Luckily for the crowed
of outcaste however, there was another man coming and he was punditKali Nath | one of
the pricsts in charge of the temple in the twwn. He hesitaed fo give the water 1o outcasic. He
decided 10 gave the water nol for the help for his exercise | am first punditji , said Gulabo |
1hmmﬂtmmmm‘nu,lmﬁm-ﬂmhclndasmodmeyﬂfm apreity face as
hthndunearfmlh:munduf:req;ﬁt.ﬂuﬁimlnqumm Sohini had sat patiently. The
pﬂ.ﬁdiﬂiIﬂﬂgﬂimdhal!ﬂlﬂ!ﬁ'ﬂ:[ﬂfihﬂﬂ}ﬁﬂ‘.HﬁﬂﬂﬁﬁtdhﬁﬂﬂtM:ﬁdiﬂmﬂﬁ
lairines in the quilies in the town _ And he had a bad eve on her body. He thought about her
bud].'ﬂndhewasm:lmulmhckimitnh:r.Hﬂcﬂﬁ:hﬁsumim&fmhmij-ﬁndiﬁisﬂd
that Lakha's daughter comes here and take the water. He offered Sohini 1o come and clean
m:mmuwdufmh&a:ﬂmﬂmﬁﬁﬂhﬂnﬂdmﬂmhnm.

I.h:chyunh:rmlhhﬂdshhyh:rhnﬁtwmnh:bnﬁsi.nli:ﬁ:r:avalr:r of s
horse . Ot of anger she screamed but the pundit came out shouting “be had been defiled =
m the from of the temple and shouting “poliuted * “polluied” with his accusing finger on
poorSohmm . Punditiali Nath's fustful behavior with Sohini and his accusation Lhat she
polluted him with her touch. This is 2 shameless thing MulkRaj Anand focus on the so
called religious society. In this incident, the Brahmin is on one hand ready 1o have physical
relation with beautiful untouchable girl Sobini and on other hand Bakha and Sohim ure not
allowed 1o the temple Bakha saw her sister Sohini had been frustrated and his sorrowful
sister Sohini told him about Kali Nath's attempt to molest ber. Bakha wanted 1o take
revenge on the pricst Bakha 1s so much imitate with his untouchablility and his job = The
colonel Hutchinson suggested that Christianity is the only sofution butBakha is not satisfied

I!'rlntnlmnGnm:[h:.Mmihktuliﬂqutnapmlinm:mng.gimmmluﬁun
Gandhi’s two ways that all Indians are equal and the account he gives of o Brahmin doing
sweeper work . The third suluhnnminmtimmmnhufanm:bumﬂp::l No God is
needed 10 rescue the untouchables, no vows of scli-satisficd and abnepatron on the part of
more fortunate Indian’s . but simple and solely the flush system Then Bakha returned 1o his
home and said one powerful line “unlucky™ | unlucky day * , what have {done to deserve all
this




Aﬂulh:spmh,ﬂqkhnmhauatmmmdmmamuﬂahuwd&mﬂngm
monits of Gandhi's speech The lawyer helieves that Gandhi's aim is childish and the poet
believes that the barbarism of the caste system will be eliminated

Pmi-:uhﬂym!ighlﬂnh:ﬁu::dmﬂtﬁmhingmilﬁjs rumared 1o be coming to their town,
Oncethe people have flushing toilets | there will be no need for the untouchables to dispose
of the wwn's mfmc.whxhwuﬂdrmirﬂnmhinhngnﬁhﬁrmkmdurymmﬂimy.

Bnkmt::fnmgrﬁngmhm‘n,ltﬂyhcghudhrhis family. Bakha begging for food
But owner of the house comes out with food for the sadhu sot for Bakha She first refise 1o
ive ham food but finally aprees to give him some food becanse she exchange for hin
“weeping the fromt of her house Bakha back at home and o1l all the disgust situation bu
Lekha always tells him a story of kindness of a hagh-caste doctor who save Bhaka's life

ﬂmd.uyﬂaﬂugmancwhnﬂtysmkfmﬂhw Singh and plaved o pame against
uppnﬁugmhnamm;ﬁnlehnymiﬂnummhhnmhm.vﬂmﬂn—]inlebuy’s
mm}nkmwdmﬂaﬂnisaummhuy:i:nshenumdhmmmmd}mrmhmlm
son . But the main reason is that Bakha ouched her son and come 1o her house So, Rakha
without any fault received many abuse and accuse. At home Lakha is anger on Bakha thai
hcl:ushnmamaﬂnﬂunmn-whmEﬂﬂuhﬂckllhmmtlhisfﬂhﬂkmmahmﬂnﬂ
the matter _he kicks Bakha out of the house

_l__{’!_#_z_%__l-.illilllllflllll.l

Then Bakha ran away far from his home and he met a British man, the chiel of the local
Salvation Army named Colonel Hutchinson He convinced the sweeper to follow tum 1o the
church. This time colonial’s wife namedBlackic came io find him. She began to scream
and shouted Bakha feels her anger scutely and runs ofl aguin _

Thes time Bakha runs towards town and ends up &l the tram station . He overhears some
people discussing the appeamnce of Muhatma Gandhi inBulashah Andin a while there was
a rush of cager feet ascending the footbridge behind bun shouting the mahatma has come
.T’h:wwdh!lmhm*nmsIiknuugiu]mtgnmwhjchh:huulﬂmmlupmpmlhmn
him | mushed blindly
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This tme no one noticed (hat a sweeper boy had brushed pasi him They hormed by
evervbody going o meet the Mahatma o pay homage to Mohandas Karamchand Gandhi

In this crowed, there was an insuperable harrier between himself and the crowed _ the
barrier of casie .

Uandh alone united him with them _in the mind , canse Gandhi was in evervbody’s mind |
mcluding Bakha's . Bakha waned for Gandhiji

A man sud about the Gandhi |, he was 3 saimt He was an avatar of the gods Vishnu and
Krishna and the government also afraid of him . Gandhi will reveal this path to the modern
world He will teach the tree refigious of god-love which is the best Swaray.

In this crowd a volunteer said to himself we are ‘Harijan’ and po different from the Hindus.
andour touch did meant pollution. This phmsc as i dropped from the mouth of the
volunteer , had gooe through Bakha's soul and body . Bakha looked at the Mahatma with &
mixed fecling of wonder andfear. Bakha feel the sape seemed o him like a child 2= he sat
huddled of between two women . an Indisn and an English woman named Mrs Kasturibai
and Miss Slade Mirsben Here the novel described about MahatmaGandhi's thought,
Bakha's feeling abd Anand show's Gandhiji's thought about untouchable .

In this meeting Gandhiji only speak sbout the so called “wntouchables™ whom the
government tricd to abenate from Hindwsm by giving them separated legal and political
status. Gandhiji speaks a great line in this meeting which touched Bakha's soul Gandhij
saud, “1 prayed that if Ishould be bom again | should be so | not as & Brahmin |, Kshatriva
Vishaya , Shudra bul as an outcaste | 25 an untouchable ™
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(conclusion)

The novelrst MulkRaj Anand as a social cniic convevs a strong message through his novel
“[imfouchably™ and raise 3 strong voice agminst caste segregation in the Indian society . Although
Indian government abolished the prctice of untouchaiubity by law . but mental, social and
wraditional outlook of the people remind the same in the society. India is also not free from the class
sysiem .

We find in his novel is not only a realistic porirayal of life but an expressionistic vision
MulkEn Anpand's novel 15 only a literary means through which he could draow the atiention of
masses towards the social problem elevate humanity at large and 0 amehionsie the condinon of
distressed people

The problem of untouchabihity has not been resolved by s constitubonal abohiion or by
recent changes in Indion society such as legislation agmimst it or reversed compensatory
discrimination towards the umtouchable.

The monster of casie and umouchability bas five strong heads - political | religious |
economic , social and cultural. A senous attempl have 1o be made to kil the monster by cotting of
all the five heads . This anempt has never been done m the past history of the Indian sub-continent
and it is unlikely that it will be done i the future .

The Dafit always suffers a physical and mental violence, the violence by upper castes
peaple becanse of their ontouchability

A outcaste people face many problems in the society. They are not important for a society
becanse of their uniouchability . Inindian socicty, a group of upper casic people known a ouicastc
by their duty. We can find in this novel how a untowuchable boy suffers many things and ill-treated
by all upper casie people of the society. IT a boy suffers many things in s society lor his
untouchable, do vou imagine what 15 the situation for a gird hke Sohim?

99005059
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in this novel we can see all upper castes people get help , get benefit and does all dinty work
through untouchables but not wuch them and pot behave like human and do not show a little
amount of kmndncss

A busy street lic before the brother and sister when they emerged from the temple Bakha
looked out vaguely. He could not concentrate on the riot of varicty that was displayved in 1. He had
no pabience to see anything or to hear anything , and he also did not want 10 speak. He thought why
he did not kill that hypocnite. He also cricd out silently. He thought about his sisters feeling , every
will know about ber | how can she show her face to the world afier this? Why was she bom a girl
i our house 1o bring disgrace upon us 7 He wish Sobini his sister had been the uglicst woman in
the worid because no ane would have teased her 7 Then Bakha sends his sister home and he will
talk her duties in town for the rest of the day .

When we crowed scattered irreverently ot the end of the Mahatma'sspeech, Bakha stood
and each word of the concluding passage seemed to him o echo as deep and intense a felling of
homror and indignation as s own st the distinction which the caste Hindus made between

themseives on the untouchables, ‘TheMahatma scemed 1o have touched the most inlimsie corper of
this soul
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